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177. Louis de Luxembourg, count of St. Pol, 
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1 90. The cardinals, and the ambassadors from the 

council, leave Arras. The duke of Burgundy 
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of Burgundy sends some of his council and 
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and explain the causes of the peace he had 
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192. The populace of Amiens rise against the levy- 

ing of some taxes which were intended to be 
laid on them . . . .21 
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the duke of Burgundy after the peace of Arras. 

The marshal de Rieux takes many towns 
and castles from the English in Normandy 23 
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CHAPTER CLXXY1. — THE CARDINALS OP 8ANTA CROCE AND OP CYPRUS COME TO ARRAS, 

TO ATTEND THE CONVENTION. 

N the month of July, two cardinals, sent by the pope and the 
council of Basil, with many ambassadors of note from divers 
nations, arrived at Arras, to be present at the ensuing convention 
for establishing a general peace. On the part of the holy father, 
came the cardinal of Santa Croce, archdeacon of Metz, attended 
by some theologians. On that of the council, the cardinal of 
Cyprus, accompanied by the bishop of Ache*, and a doctor called 
Nicholas, ambassador from the king of Poland ; and the bishop 
of Alba, in the same capacity, from the duke of Milan. With 
them came also the bishop of Uzes and the abbot de Vezelay, and 
other envoys from various lords in distant countries. They might amount, in the whole, to 
about eight score masters, and were handsomely received by the bishop of Arras, his 
clergy, and the inhabitants, as well as by the attendants of the duke of Burgundy, from 
whom they had had orders to that effect. 

The whole of the town went out to meet them on their arrival, with great crowds of 
people, who escorted them with cries of joy to their hotels, where many rich presents were 
made them. 




CHAPTER CLXXVII. LOUI8 DE LUXEMBOURG, COUNT OP ST. POL, ESPOUSES JOAN OP 

BAR, COUNTESS OP MARLE AND OP SOISSONS. 

On Sunday the 16th day of July, in this year, Louis de Luxembourg, count of St. Pol, of 
Conversan, of Braine, and lord of Anghien, espoused Joan of Bar, only daughter to sir 
Robert de Bar, countess of Marie and of Soissons, lady of Dunkirk, of Varneston, and of 
many other valuable places, niece to sir John de Luxembourg, count of Ligny, uncle to the 
said count of St. Pol. The marriage was celebrated in the castle of Bohaim, and attended 
by at least one hundred knights and esquires, relatives or friends of the parties, but not one 
prince of the royal blood of France, to which the countess was very nearly connected. At 



* Then came to thia convention, according to Stowe, 
Nicholas Albergat, a Carthusian friar, entitled a priest 
cardinal of the Holy Cioss, and Hugh de Lusignan, a 
Cyprian (I presume he means Cypriot) Greek bishop 

VOL. 11* 



car dinal of Praneste : which, or whether either of these, 
was the person meant by Monstrelet under the fanciful 
name of “ bishop of Ache," the reader may determine, 
Q. Aucb ? 

B 
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this feast were the dowager countess of St. Pol, mother to count Louis, with several of her 
children. 

The count de Ligny was reported to have paid all the expenses of this feast, which was 
most abundantly served with every delicacy in food and liquors, — to which were added 
justings and all kinds of pastimes. 



CHAPTER CLXXVIII. — TIIE FRENCH ARB DEFEATED HEAR TO BETHEL, BY THE BASTARD 

DB HDMIERES. 

At this period, some of king Charles's captains guarding the frontiers near Rheims 
assembled about four hundred combatants to make an inroad toward Bethel, and other parts 
attached to the duke of Burgundy,— and in fact collected a great number of feasants, cows, 
horses, and other plunder, which, they proposed to carry back with them in safety to their 
garrisons. The chief of this expedition was Yvon du Puys. News of it, however, come to 
the bastard de Hnmieres, governor of Herquery, who instantly called out his men-at-arms, 
and pursued the French so rapidly that he overtook them, and a combat ensued, in which 
these marauders were completely defeated, leaving forty dead on the field ; the rest saving 
themselves by flight in the best manner they could. On the part of the bastard, his loss did 
not amount to more than ten men. 



CHAPTER CLXXIX. — AMBASSADORS FROM THE KING OF ENGLAND ARRIVE AT ARRAD 

TO ATTEND THE CONVENTION. 

At this time, the ambassadors from the king of England arrived at Arras, to attend the 
convention with the council of the duke of Burgundy. They were about two hundred 
knights, the principal of whom were the archbishop of York, the earl of Suffolk, the bishop 
of St. David's, sir John Ratcliffe*, keeper of the king's privy seal, the lord Hungerfordt, 
master Raoul le Saige, official to the archbishop of Canterbury, and some other theologians. 
They were lodged within the city of Arras, and cheerfully attended to in whatever they 
might be in want of by the servants of the duke of Burgundy. At the same time, there 
came from divers nations other ambassadors aud mediators. The duke of GueldresJ, the 
count Nassau, the bishop of Cambray, the count de Yemambourg§, the bishop of Liege, the 
count de Yaudemont, the count de Nevers, the count de Salines, the duke of Bar, and in 
general all the higher nobility of the countries of the duke of Burgundy, came thither to 
support his claims and pretensions. They were all grandly dressed— and soon after the 
counts of St. Pol and of Ligny arrived with a handsome retinne. 

On the 28fch day of July, the duke of Burgundy entered Arras : he had lain the preceding 
night at his town of Lens in Artois. The whole # company* in Arras, attached to the embassy 
from England, went out a league beyond the walls to meet him, — as did the attendants of 
the two cardinals, — and when they met the duke, every one was most honourably received 
by him. The duke’s entrance into Arras was well ordered, he having the archers of his 
body-guard, all dressed in a rich uniform, to precede him, — and wherever he passed, the 
people sang carols for his arrival. In this state, he went to pay his compliments to the 
cardinal de Santa Croce, and then to the cardinal of Cyprus, whence he retired to his 
lodgings in his hfitel at La Cour-le-Comte. 

* Sir John Ratcliffe was constable of Fronsac in Aqui- 
taine, under Henry V., and seneschal of Aquitaine In 
] H. VI., knight of the garter, See. He died before 1441, 
and left a son, John, who succeeded him, and in 1 H. VII. 
was summoned to Parliament as lord Fitzwalter. 

f Walter, lord Hungerford of Heytesbory, treasurer of 
England, one of the executors to Hie will of Henry V. 

He had summons to Parliament from 4 Hen. VI. to 26 
Hen. VI. inclusive, and died in 1449, leaving Robert lord 
Hungerford his son and successor, who during his father’s 
lifetime served in the wan of France with twenty-nine 



men-at-arms and eighty archers, and died in 1459. 

X Arnold, carl of Egmont, succeeded to Gueldrcs on 
the failure of the direct lino in 1423. His son Adolph 
(by Margaret, daughter of Adolph IV. duke of Cleves) 
made war upon him, in consequence of which ho was dis- 
inherited, and his father made over the duchy to Charles 
duke of Burgundy, 

§ Vernambourg, u e. Vimcmbuig or Wirnembujg, the 
title of a noble house of the duchy of Luxembuig, of 
whom Robert count of Wirnemburg governed the duchy 
in the name of Elizabeth of Burgundy. 
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CHAPTER CLXXX. — AMBASSADORS PROM FRANCE ARRIVE AT ARRAS TO ATTEND TIITS 

CONVENTION. 

On the Sunday following, the last day of July, the embassy from king Charles of Franco 
arrived at Arras. The ambassadors had come from Rheims, through Laon to St. Quentin 
in the Yermandois, where they had been joyfully received by the magistrates and townsmen , 
and to this place the duke of Burgundy had sent the count d'Estampes, attended by many 
knights and esquires, to meet and to conduct them to Arras. After a few days' stay at St. 
Quentin, they all departed together for Cambray, and thence they journeyed until they 
came to the wood of Mouf-laine, within half a league of Arras. The principal persons in 
this embassy were the duke of Bourbon, the count de Richemont, constable of France, who 
had each married a sister of the duke of Burgundy, the count de Yendfime, the archbishop 
and duke of Rheims, chancellor of France, sir Christopher de Harcourt, sir Theolde de 
Valperge, the lord de la Fayette marshal of France, the lords de St. Pierre and du Ch&tel*, 
sir James du Bois, sir John de Ch&tillon bastard de Dampierre, sir Paillaird du FiM*, the 
lord de Raillieq, the lord dc Rommet, the lord de Courselles, master Adam de Cambray first 
president of the parliament, the dean of Paris, named master John Tudart, the treasurer of 
Anjou, the borgne Blesset, master John Chanetier, the lord de Cletel, the lord de la Motte, 
maker Adam le Queux, master John de Taise, with many other able men, as well noble as 
not, accompanied by four or five hundred horsemen, including those who had gone before to 
prepare their lodgings. 

The duke of Burgundy, attended by his household, the duke of Gueldrcs, and the other 
princes and nobles in Arras, with the exception of the English, went out to meet them. 
He joined them about a quarter of a league from the town, when great marks of friendship 
and affection were mutually displayed on both sides ; more especially between the duke 
and his two brothers-in-law, who frequently embraced each other. When the compliments 
of meeting were over, they all proceeded, in handsome array, at a slow pace, toward Arras, 
— the three dukes, of Burgundy, Bourbon, and Gueldrcs, riding abreast at the head of the 
line. They were preceded by six trumpets and clarions, sounding most melodiously, and by 
numbers of kings-at-arm9, heralds, and pursuivants, dressed in tabards, with the arms of the 
different princes then at Arras, among whom Montjoye, king-at-arms for king Charles of 
France, took the lead. 

Next to them, but a few paces before the dukes, rode the constable, the counts de 
Yendome and d'Estampes, and the damoisel de ClevesJ, with a few more of the higher 
nobility : the remainder of the knights, lords, and esquires, followed close behind the dukes ; 
and in this order they advanced in front of the town-house, to tho small market-place, 
multitudes of people shouting and singing carols wherever they passed. 

The duke of Burgundy now separated from them, and returned with his household to his 
lodgings ; he would have attended liis brothers-in-law to their hotels, but they insisted he 
should return, while they made a visit to the two cardinals. Having done this, they went 
to the lodgings that had been prepared for them, and received many rich presents from 
churchmen as well as from seculars. 

On the third day afterward the duchess of Burgundy arrived at Arras, and the French 
and English ambassadors went out to meet her, as did all the nobles, and the attendants of 
the cardinals, most richly clothed. She was carried in an ornamented litter, dressed in cloth 
of gold, and a variety of precious stones ; behind her rode on palfreys six of her ladies and 
damsels, elegantly and nobly habited, with robes and. hood decorated, and covered with 
wrought silver and gold. Next came three handsome cars, in which were the countess de 
Namur and others of the duchess's ladies and damsels, dressed in similar robes and hoods to 



* Oliver lord du ChkUjk chamberlain of Bretagne ; son 
of Hcrvd lord du Chfttci, killed at Jersey, and brother to 
the famous Tanneguy. 

t Q. Fai? JohnOencvoia Bouton, lord of Fai, cham- 
berlain of Burgundy, bailiff of Dole, vat a commissary 



gent by the duke on this occasion. It is not impossible 
that an error of the press may have converted his office of 
bailli into tho disgraceful appellation of paxllard. 

$ John, who succeoded his father Adolph IV. duke of 
Clevcf, in 1445. 

si) 
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the others. Near to the litter were the dukes de Bourbon and de Gueldres, the constable of 
France, and the count de Vendome ; and the rest of the nobility rode either before or behind 
the duchess, excepting the English, who had taken their leave of her while in the open 
country, and were returned to their lodgings in Arras. The duchess, thus attended, went 
to pay her respects to the cardinals ; after which she went to the hotel of her lord the duke 
of Burgundy, who received her most joyfully and honourably, and gave a handsome enter- 
tainment to the two dukes, and the other nobles who had accompanied her. 

Among the numerous ambassadors that came from divers parts, were those from the city 
of Paris, namely, the abbot of Mont St. Catherine de Rouen, master William Breton, master 
John le Monstardier, master Thomas de Courselles, master Robert Poitevin. There were 
likewise others from the kings of Sicily, Spain, Navarre, Poland, Asia, Romania, and from 
the principal towns of Holland, Zealand, Flanders, Brabant, Hainault, Namur, Burgundy, 
whose names it would be tedious to relate : each of them were handsomely lodged by tho 
purveyors of the duke, who, with others, had been especially ordered for this purpose. They 
were all abundantly supplied with any sort of provision they inclined to buy during the three 
months they stayed in Arras. No accident happened during this time ; but there was much 
alarm that mischief would have happened, from the heat with which disputes were carried 
on while the matter of peace was debating. Commissaries were appointed to patrole the 
town night and day, to see that no disorders arose, and that no extortions were practised in 
the markets. 

The duke had ordered about one hundred gentlemen and two hundred archers to be 
always armed, under the command of some of the lords of his household, such as the lord de 
Croy, sir John de Horne, the lord de Crevecoeur, the lord de Chargny, John de Brimeu, 
and others, as well for his own personal security as to be ready, should occasion require it, 
to put an end to any affrays^ The duke was always attended by fifty archers. 



CHAPTER CLXXXI. SIR JOHN DE MELLO, A KNIGHT OP SPAIN, AND THE LORD DE CHARGNY, 

C03IBAT EACH OTHER IN THE PRESENCE OP THE DUKE OF BURGUNDY AT ARRA8. 

On the 11th day of August in this year, a combat at arms took place at Arras, in the 
presence of the duke of Burgundy, as judge of the lists. A handsome scaffold was erected 
for him in the great market-place, on which were seated behind him the dukes of Bourbon 
and of Gueldres, the counts de Richemont, constable, de Venddme, d'Estampes, and many 
other great lords. The combat was between sir John deMello, a very renowned knight banneret 
of Spain, appellant, without any defamatory quarrel, but solely to acquire honour, against 
Pierre de Bauffiremont, lord of Chargny, knight banneret also, a native of Burgundy, and 
knight of the Golden Fleece. The terms were, to break three lances only. When the lord 
de Chargny had acceded^to this request, he in his turn demanded from the Spanish knight a 
combat on foot with battle-axes, swords and daggers, until one of them should lose his arms, 
or place his hands on his knees, or on the ground, — subject, however, in all cases, to the 
decisions of the judge of the field. 

These proposals having been for some time agreed to by the two knights, on Thursday 
morning, about ten o'clock, the Spanish knight appeared in the lists, attended by four 
others, whom the duke of Burgundy had ordered to accompany him, — namely, the lord de 
TOr, governor of the Rethelois, the lord de Ligny, the lord de Saveuses, and the lord de 
Sainzelles, with four or five of his attendants, one of whom bore on the end of a lance a 
small banner emblazoned with his arms. The other knights carried his lances ; and thus, 
without more pomp, he made his obeisance to the duke of Burgundy, and retired from the 
lists by the way he bad come on the left hand of the duke. He waited a considerable time 
for his adversary, who at length appeared grandly accompanied by the counts d'Estampes, 
de St. Pol, and de Ligny, together with the earl of Suffolk, all bearing his lances. Behind 
him were four coursers, richly oaparisoned with his arms and devices, with pages covered 
with robes of wrought silver ; and the procession was closed by the greater part of the 
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knights and esquires of the duke of Burgundy's household. Having mado his bow to the 
duke, as the Spanish knight had done, he withdrew to the right of the lists. 

When they were ready, they ran some tilts with lances, without any injury on either side. 
Then the Spaniard mounted a courser which the duke of Bourbon had lent him, for his own 
shied at a lance. They broke their lances with great courage against each other, until the 
number agreed on had been performed. Neither were wounded, although the helmet of 
don Mello was a little broken. They then quitted the lists, with the assent of the duke of 
Burgundy, and returned to their lodgings accompanied as before. 

The Spaniard wore over his armour a vermilion-coloured mantle, with a white cross ou 
it, like to the badge of the French, which created a disgust in some of the Burgundian lords, 
as it seemed to mark a partiality for their enemies. When he was informed of this, he 
excused himself by saying, that in consequence of the strict alliance which had so long con- 
tinued between the kingdoms of France and Spain, he could not with propriety wear any 
other badge. 

On the morrow, which was a Friday, the duke of Burgundy proceeded to the lists, between 
eight and nine o'clock in the morning, grandly attended by his chivalry, and with him came 
the princes who had accompanied him the preceding day. Shortly after, the lord de Chargny, 
the appellant, appeared with the same persons as on the first day, who carried the weapons 
he was to combat with. He was mounted on a courser covered with housings of his arms, 
and followed by four pages mounted in like manner, and by the greater part of the knights 
and esquires of the duke of Burgundy's household, with some other nobles. 

Having thus entered the lists, he went to dismount at his pavilion, and thence on foot to 
make his obeisance to the duke ; after which he retired to a seat, where he waited a full 
hour for his adversary. When be arrived, he was accompanied as on the preceding day,— 
and the knights and esquires whom the duke of Burgundy had appointed to attend him bore 
his weapons for the combat. Behind him were his servants, one of them carrying a small 
banner at the end of a lance. On his entering the lists he saluted the duke, and withdrew 
to his pavilion. While he remained there, he was frequently admonished by the knights 
that attended him, who gave him the best advice in their power for the success of his combat, 
but he paid not any attention to what they said, nor would discover to them his plans, telling 
them not to be any way concerned about him, for that, with God's good pleasure, he would 
do bis duty. 

Everything being ready, the king-at-arms, called Golden Fleece, proclaimed, in three 
different parts of the lists, that all who had not been otherwise ordered should quit the lists, 
and that no one should give any hindrance to the two champions under pain of being 
punished by the duke of Burgundy with death. Eight gentlemen armed were appointed to 
stop or raise up either of the champions, as the judge of the field should direct. When the 
proclamation was made, the lord de Chargny issued out of his pavilion, holding his battle-axe 
by the middle in his right hand, the iron part toward his adversary, and thus advanced a 
little forward. 

The Spanish knight advanced at the same time from his pavilion, having a kerchief thrown 
over his helmet that covered his visor, which was half raised, — but this kerchief was taken 
away, when he was advancing, by his servants. They made for each other vrith vigorous 
strides, brandishing their lances ; but the Spaniard all this time had his visor raised. The 
lord de Chargny, without waiting for his adversary, threw his lance at him as bv approached, 
while the Spaniard advanced to throw his, and hit him on the side, where he vas wounded, 
as well as in the arm, for the lance hung in the vanbraces of his armour, whence the lord de 
Chargny soon shook it off on the ground. The two champions now approached with great 
courage, and handled their weapons very nobly ; but the lord de Chargny was much dis- 
pleased that his adversary did not close his visor. 

While they were thus combating, the duke of Burgundy gave his signal for the battle to 
cease, and ordered the champions to be brought before him, who seemed very much vexed 
that an end had been put so soon to their combat, — more especially the Spaniard, who twice 
declared aloud that he was far from being pleased that so little had been done ; for that he 
had come at a great expense, and with much fatigue, by sea and land, from a far country, 
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to acquire honour and renown. The duke told him, that he had most honourably done his 
duty and accomplished his challenge. After this, they were escorted back to their lodgings 
in the same manner as before. The Spanish knight was much noticed by very many of tho 
nobles present, who greatly praised him for his courage, in thus having fought with his visor 
raised, — for the like had not been before seen. 

When this combat was over, the duke of Burgundy paid great respect and attention to 
the Spanish knight, by feasting him at his hfitel on the Sunday and following days, — pre- 
senting him at the same time with many rich presents, to reimburse him for all the expenses 
he had been at. The knight soon afterward took leave of the duke and his company, and 
departed from Arras on his return to his own country. 



CHAPTER CLXXXII. — THE FRENCH AND BURGUNDIANS ARE ON VERY AMICABLE TERMS 

IN ARRAS. 

On the Monday, which was the feast of our Lady of the middle of August, the dukes of 
Burgundy, of Bourbon, and of Gueldres, the counts d'Estampes, de Richemont, do Vendome, 
de St. Pol, de Ligny, de Meurs, and de Nassau, with the greater part of their attendant 
knights and esquires, went on horseback in great concord from the hotel of the duke of 
Burgundy, to hear the mass of our Lady in the city, richly dressed in most splendid habili- 
ments. The poor people, who were there in crowds, were very much rejoiced to see this, 
as they hoped it would be the forerunner of a general peace, that was so much wanted and 
wished for. After the mass, most part of them returned to the apartments of the duke of 
Burgundy and dined, and were sumptuously served with an abundance and variety of dishes. 
The English ambassadors were not well pleased at these entertainments ; and from the 
frequent intercourse that took place between the French and the duke, they suspected some 
treaties were in agitation that would not be for the advantage of their country. 



CHAPTER CLXXXIII. — THE CARDINAL OF WINCHESTER COMES TO ARRAS TO ATTEND THE 

CONVENTION. 

The cardinal of Winchester arrived at Arras on tho 19th day of August, to be present at 
the convention, attended by the earl of Huntingdon, and other noble knights and esquires, 
from England, to the amount of three hundred horsemen. The dukes of Burgundy and of 
Gueldres, with the counts de St. Pol, de Ligny, de Meurs, and the greater part of the duke 
of Burgundy’s nobles, went out of Arras to meet him. The duke and cardinal mutually 
paid each other the greatest respect, as did the other lords ; and they returned together to 
the gate of Arras, where they separated, and the cardinal and his attendants went to lodge 
at the palace of the bishop. 

Ambassadors daily arrived from various nations. The place of meeting for this convention 
was fixed at the abbey of St. Vaast, where there were apartments sufficiently spacious and 
numerous for the purpose, — and there the three parties assembled, in the presence of the 
two cardinals who had first come thither. The cardinal de Santa Croce harangued them 
most eloquently on the great inconveniences all Christendom had laboured under from the 
severity and long continuance of the war, — admonishing them, at the same time, with much 
feeling, that, from their love to God, they would not separate without concluding a peace, 
and that they would not insist on any terms but such as each might mutually concede to 
the other. After this harangue, the convention met on several different days, — and many 
proposals for a treaty were brought forward, so contradictory that it was difficult to reconcile 
them. Among others, king Charles’s ministers required that king Henry of England should 
desist from styling himself king of France, on condition of having the sovereignties of 
Guyenne and Normandy given up to him,— but to this the English ministers would hot agree. 
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CHAPTER CLXXXIV. DURING THE MEETING OP THE CONVENTION AT ARRAS, LA HIRE AND 

POTON OVERRUN AND FORAGE THE COUNTRY OP THE DUKE OP BURGUNDY. 

On the 20th day of this month of August, while the convention was sitting at Arras, 
La Hire and Poton de Saintrailles, with six hundred combatants, six score being lancemen, 
whom they bad assembled on the frontiers of Beauvais, rode during the night for the river 
Somme, which they crossed at Cappy ; thence they retreated, and fell back on Dourlens and 
Beauquesne, to forage the country. They divided into smaller bodies, and collected a great 
booty of peasants, cattle, horses, sheep, and other things, with which they marched back 
the way they had come to recross the Somme. 

Intelligence was brought of this, by the lord de Saveuses, to the duke of Burgundy, who 
was much troubled thereat, as he feared the matters that were then under discussion in the 
convention would be greatly retarded. To provide a remedy, he ordered the counts 
d'Estampes, de St. Pol, de Ligny, with the greater part of his chivalry, to mount their 
horses, and repel the French. With them went some of the English lords, to the amount 
of about three hundred horsemen, — so that they were in the whole full sixteen hundred, but 
most of them were without armour. They hastened toward Mailly and Attinghen, having 
sent forward the lord de Saveuses, with some scouts, lo collect intelligence of the enemy. 
They soon learnt the line of march the French were following with their plunder to cross 
the water, and pressed forward with so much diligence that they overtook them near to 
Corbie, at a town called Boumay, on the water of Helly. 

The French, hearing of this pursuit, detached a party of their men-at-arms, to guard the 
passage of this river, and marched to draw up in battle-array on a hill between Corbie and 
Helly. In the mean time, sir John de Croy was despatched, with a certain number of 
men-at-arms, to gain this passage, — but he was defeated and made prisoner : ten or twelve 
of the French were slain, but the rest retreated to their main body on the hill. The Bur- 
gundians and English, having crossed the river, advanced and drew up in order of battle at 
the foot of the hill, where they remained for a good half-hour, without any intention of 
combating the French, for they were too slightly armed. 

While this was passing, the duke of Bourbon, and the constable of France; sent from 
Arras messengers to the French, to order them to retreat, and restore the plunder they had 
taken ; eo that when the two parties had been for some time drawn up in battle against 
each other, they separated without coming to action, and returned the way they had come ; 
for the French, in obedience to the orders they had received from their ambassadors at the 
convention, restored the greater part of their prisoners, and the pillage they had collected, — 
but it was sorely against their will. They lost about twenty men in killed and prisoners. 



CHAPTER CLXXXV. — THE KINGS OF ARRAGON AND NAVARRE ARB DEFEATED, AND MADE 
PRISONERS, BEFORE GAIETA, BY THE ARMY OF THE DUKE OF MILAN. 



On the 16th day of August, in this year, the kings of Arragon and of Navarre, the grand 
master of the order of St. James, their brother, the duke of Sessia, and his son, the count de 
Fondi, the prince of Tarentum, his son sir Christopher Garganeyme *, suraamed the Eagle, 
the viceroy of Sicily, and four hundred knights and esquires, were made prisoners before the 
town of Gaieta, and.their army, of four thousand soldiers, defeated. They had been employed 
in besieging the town of Gaieta by sea and land, to the great displeasure of Philip Maria 
Visconti, duke of Milan +, who had prepared an army and stores, in Genoa, to raise the 



* Gargancymd. Q. 

+ The death of Joan, queen of Naples, followed closely 
upon that of Lonis of Anjou, king of Sicily, in 1 434. The 
following year, Alphonso passed over from Arragon and com- 
menced the siege of Gaieta ; and during that siege the battle 
was fought of which this account is given. The personages 
here mentioned to have boon taken prisoners, are the king 



Alphonso, his brothers John king of Navarre, and don 
Henry, grand master of St. James ; the prince of Tarento, 
John Anthony do Marz&n, duke of Sesso, Christopher 
Gaetano, count of Fondi, & c. The name of Garganeymd, 
I conjecture to be a blunder for Gaetano ; but it is a grots 
mirtaV;^ to call hi™ sou to the prince of Taranto* 
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siege and revictual the place. The commander of this army for the duke of Milan was the 
admiral of Genoa, who attempted to enter the port and throw in succours ; but the besiegers 
marched to the shore to combat him, — and though they were far more numerous than he 
was, fortune favoured him, and he completely routed the Arragonian and Neapolitan 
forces. 

The kings and princes before mentioned were carried by the admiral prisoners to Genoa, 
then under the protection of the duke of Milan, and were soon after delivered up to him on 
certain terms agreed upon between him and the Genoese, and also on his promising not to 
give them their liberty without their consent. This promise, however, he did not keep; for, 
after he had handsomely entertained them in his town of Milan, he gave them their liberty 
without ransom, or insisting on any terms, and even made them, on their departure, many 
rich gifts. When this came to the knowledge of the Genoese, they were very indignant 
thereat, and not without reason, for they were their inveterate enemies ; and they now 
withdrew themselves from the obedience and protection of the duke of Milan*. 



CHAPTER CLXXXVI. — THE CARDINAL OF WINCHESTER AND THE WHOLE OF THE ENGLISH 
EMBASSY LEAVE ARRAS. OTHER AMBASSADORS ARRIVE THERE. 

The cardinal of Winchester and the English embassy left Arras on the 6th day of 
September for England, without concluding on any terms with the French, although there 
had been conferences for several days between them for this purpose, and although the duke 
of Burgundy had interfered with his council as much as possible to accommodate their 
differences. The English, notwithstanding, departed for Calais, and thence to England, 
suspecting greatly, what happened soon after, that Charles, king of France, and the duke of 
Burgundy, would make peace; for they had perceived, while at Arras, that great cordiality 
existed between the duke and the French, which was far from pleasing to them. 

Ambassadors continued to arrive at Arras from the kings of Navarre, of Dacia, of Spain, 
of Cyprus, of Portugal, the constable duke of la Puglia, the duke of Milan, the king of 
Sicily, the king of Norway, and the duke of Brittany. The archbishop of Auch came 
thither, as did the bishops of Alby, of Usez, of Auxerre, of Alba, of Vicenza, the abbot of 
Vezelay, the archdeacon of Metz, in Lorraine, procurator for the holy council of Basil, the 
archdeacon of la Puglia, with numbers of others of note and of authority. 



CHAPTER CLXXXVII. — A PEACE IS CONCLUDED BETWEEN CHARLES, KING OF FRANCE, 
AND THE DUKE OF BURGUNDY, IN THE CITY OF ARRAS. 

When the ambassadors from king Henry had quitted the city of Arras, without agreeing 
to any preliminaries for a peace, the two remaining parties, of the king of France and duke 
of Burgundy, met for some few days at the accustomed place, when, by the exhortations 
and interference of the cardinals de Santa Croce and of Cyprus, and other prelates and 



nobles, a peace was finally concluded between 

* u In the year 1 435, the town of Gaicta, in the king- 
dom of Naples, offered to submit itself to the protection of 
the Genoese, to avoid falling into the hands of Alphonso 
king of Arragon. In consequence, Francisco Spinola and 
Ottolino Zoppoare sent with a good garrison to defend tho 
place. Alphonso hastens to besiege it, — and Gaieta, ill 
provided with provision, is reduced to great distress. 

“ The Genoese, informed of the situation of the garrison, 
send thither, on the 22d July, a fleet under the command 
of Luca Aserdto, a famous captain, to their relief. Al- 
phonso, hearing of this, embarks on board his own fleet, 
with all the nobility, and eleven thousand combatants. 
The fleets meet near to the island of Ponza on the 5th 
August, and the battle lasts from sunriso to night, but 
victory is on the side of the Genoese. It could not be 



bem on the following terms. 

more complete ; the king of Arragon, his two brothers, 
John king of Navarre, the infant don Henry, with a 
quantity of nobles, are made prisoners ; and of fourteen 
vessels, only one escaped. 

V The besieged, on learning this event, make a sally, 
drive the enemy from their lines, and deliver the place. 
The prisoners are carried from on board the fleet to Milan, 
where the duke entertains the king of Anagon magnifi- 
cently, enters into a league with him, and gives him and 
his companions their liberty without ransom. This gene- 
rosity causes the Genoese to lose the fruit of their victory 
and enrages them against the duke of Milan. On the 12th 
December, they rise in arms, kill the governor, drive away 
the Milanese, and shake off the yoke of the duke.** — Art 
de Verifier lee Dates. 
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M We, Philip, by the grace of God, duke of Burgundy, Austria, Brabant, and Limbourg, 
count of Flanders, Artois, Burgundy, palatine of Hainault, Holland, Zealand, and Namur, 
marquis of the holy empire, lord of Frizeland, Salins, and Mechlin, make known to all to 
whom these presents shall come, that many assemblies and conventions have been holden for 
the procuring of a general peace, as well in the cities of Auxerre and Corbeil, as latterly in 
our city of Arras, for this desirable purpose. To this place, our very redoubted lord, king 
Charles, has sent our most dear and well-beloved brothers and cousins, the duke of Bourbon 
and Auvergne, the count de Richemont, constable of France, the count de Yendomc, grand 
master of the household, the very reverend father in God the archbishop and duke of Rheims, 
chancellor of France, Christopher de Harcourt, Gilbert lord de la Fayette, marshal of France, 
master Adam de Cambray, first president of the parliament, master John Tudart, dean of 
Paris and master of requests of the king's household, William Charetier, Stephen Moreau, 
counsellors of the parliament, John Chastignier and Robert Marlier, secretaries to the said 
king, as his ambassadors. 

44 On the part of our very dear lord and cousin, the king of England, there came the most 
reverend fathers in God the cardinal of Winchester and the archbishop of York, our well- 
beloved cousins the earls of Huntingdon and Suffolk, the reverend fathers in God the bishops 
of Norwich, St. David's, and Lisieux, and many other churchmen, as his ambassadors. We 
also came thither in person, attended by many of our blood, and great numbers of our faithful 
and loyal subjects. Our holy father the pope sent also to this convention the most reverend 
father in God, and our especial friend, the cardinal de Santa Croce, invested with sufficient 
powers from him. In like manner, the sacred council at Basil sent thither, as its ambas- 
sadors, the most reverend father in God, our dear and well-beloved cousin the cardinal of 
Cyprus, the very reverend fathers in God the bishops of Verona, of Alby, Nicholas provost 
of Cracovia, Hugh archdeacon of Metz. 

44 In the presence of the above ambassadors from our holy father the pope, and from the 
sacred council at Basil, we, as well as the ambassadors from France and England, have 
appeared as often as it was thought expedient, and have mutually made overtures and 
presents to each other. And although the ambassadors from the king of France made great 
and handsome proposals for the conclusion of a general peace, and such as were thought by 
the cardinals and prelates to be just and reasonable, and which ought not to have been 
refused ; and although the cardinals de Santa Croce and of Cyprus, together with the other 
envoys from the pope and council, even pressed the English ambassadors to accede to these 
terms, remonstrating with them, that in case they would not listen to the conclusion of a 
general peace, they had been charged by their holy father, and by the sacred council, to 
summon us to conclude a private peace with our lord the king, in so far as the whole of our 
personal interests were concerned. _ 

44 Nevertheless, the English ambassadors, continuing obstinate in refusing the terms offered 
them, quitted our city of Arras without coming to any conclusion, or fixing any period for 
their return thither. For this cause, the cardinal legates, and the other ministers from the 
pope and council, exhorted and required of us to conclude a private peace with our said lord 
the king, provided that satisfactory proposals should be made touching the death of our very 
dear lord and father, (whose soul may God pardon !) by the ambassadors from him, and in 
his name, so that we should be contented therewith. 

44 The following proposals from our said lord the king were delivered in a written roll to 
the said cardinal legates, and other ambassadors from our holy father the pope and sacred 
council, and by them given to us. 

44 These are the offers made by us Charles duke of Bourbon and of Auvergne, Arthur 
count de Richemont constable of France, Louis de Bourbon count de Vendome, Regnault de 
Chartres archbishop and duke of Rheims, great chancellor of France, Gilbert lord de la 
Fayette marshal of France, Adam de Cambrai first president of the parliament, John Tudart 
dean of Paris, counsellor and master of the requests of the king's household, William Chartier 
and Stephen Moreau counsellors, John Chastignier and Robert Morlier secretaries, 
ambassadors from Charles king of France, now in the city of Arras, for and in the name of 
our sovereign lord king Charles, to my lord the duke of Burgundy and Brabant, respecting 
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the death of the late lord John doke of Burgundy, his father, and likewise touching other 
matters, that a treaty of peace and concord may be concluded between them. 

“ In the first place, the king will declare, or others sufficiently authorised by him shall 
declare, to the said lord the duke of Burgundy, that the death of the late lord John duke of 
Burgundy, his father, (whose soul may God pardon !) was iniquitously and treacherously 
caused by those who pearpetrated the deed, and through wicked counsel, which was alway 
displeasing to him, and continues to be so in the sincerity of his heart. That if he had been 
aware of the consequences, and of an age to have judged of them, he would have prevented 
it ; but at the time he was very young, having little knowledge, and inconsiderately did not 
prevent it. He shall entreat my lord the duke of Burgundy that what hatred and rancour 
he may have conceived against him for this cause may eease, and that henceforward good 
faith and peace may exist between them, — express mention of which shall be made in the 
articles that shall be drawn up in consequence. 

“ Item, the king will deliver up all who may have perpetrated the said wicked deed, or 
were consenting thereto, and will use all diligence to have them apprehended wherever they 
may be found, so that they may be punished in body and goods. Should they not be 
discovered, he will irrevocably banish them the realm of France and Dauphiny, with 
confiscation of effects, and exemption from profiting by any treaty. — Item, the king will not 
permit any of them to be received or favoured in any place under his obedience ; and will 
cause it to be proclaimed in all parts of France and Dauphiny, where proclamations have 
been usually made, that no persons do receive or favour them, under pain of corporal 
punishment and confiscation of effects. 

“ Item, the aforesaid lord, the duke of Burgundy, shall, so soon as he conveniently can 
after the signing of the treaty, name those who he has been informed perpetrated the said 
wicked deed, or were consenting thereto, that they may be proceeded against with diligence 
on the part of our said lord the king. And whereas the said duke of Burgundy may not at 
this present moment be sufficiently acquainted with the names of all who were concerned in, 
or who actually perpetrated, the aforesaid wicked act, at all times that he may receive 
additional information, he may signify the names of such persons, by his letters patent, or 
otherwise, to the king, who shall be bound to pursue them, in his royal courts of justice, in 
the most summary manner. 

“ Item, the following edifices and religious foundations shall be made for the repose of the 
souls of the late John duke of Burgundy, of the late sir Archambault do Foix, count de 
Noailles, who was put to death with him, and for those of others who have been slain on 
this occasion, or in the wars that took place in oonsequence of this event, — namely, in the 
church of Montereau, where the body of the late duke John of Burgundy was first buried, 
shall be founded a chapel and chapelry, in which a low mass of requiem shall be daily 
chaunted ; which chapel shall be endowed with an annual income of sixty livres parisis in 
mortmain, and furnished with a chalice, and all other ornaments sufficiently handsome, at the 
sole expense of the king. The presentation to this chapel shall be vested in my lord of 
Burgundy, and in his successors the dukes of Burgundy, for ever. 

“ Item, within the said town of Montereau, or as near to it as well may be, shall be 
constructed and endowed by the king, and at his expense, a church, with a convent of 
Carthusians, to consist of a prior and twelve monks, with cloisters, halls, refectories, granges, 
and all other necessary buildings. This monastery, consisting of a prior and twelve religious, 
shall be founded by the king with well secured rents in mortmain, to the amount of eight 
hundred livres parisis, for the maintenance of the monks, the keeping up religious worship, 
and for the repairs of the convent, church, and buildings, according to the advice of the 
reverend father in God the lord cardinal de Santa Croce, or whomsoever he may nominate 
in his stead. — Item, on the bridge of Montereau, where this murder was committed, shall be 
erected a handsomely-sculptured cross, according to the device of the said lord cardinal or 
those commissioned by him, at the king's expense, and kept continually in perfect repair by 
his majesty. — Item, in the church of the Carthusians at Dijon, where at present reposes the 
body of the said duke John of Burgundy, shall be founded by the king, and at his expense, 
a high moss of requiem, which shall be daily chaunted for ever at the high altar of this 



Digitized by 




THE CHRONICLES OP ENGUERRAND DE MON8TRELET. 



11 



church, at such an hour as may hereafter be determined npon. And this foundation shall 
have secured to it good annual rents, in mortmain, of one hundred livres parisis, and shall be 
provided with chalices and other suitable ornaments. 

“ Item, these said buildings and foundations shall be begun upon, and take effect, so soon 
as conveniently may be, — and the masses shall particularly commence tho instant the treaty 
shall be signed. But with regard to the intended buildings at Montereau, they shall be 
begun three months after that town shall be reduced to the king's obedience, and diligently 
continued without interruption until the whole of them be perfectly completed within the 
term of five years. — In respect to the said foundations, proper measures shall be taken 
concerning them so soon as conveniently may be ; and the moment the treaties shall be 
signed, the high mass in the Carthusian convent at Dijon, before mentioned, shall commence, 
— and the monks shall be provided with books, chalices, and all other necessary articles. 
And when the town of Montereau shall be reduced to the king's obedience, the daily low 
mass shall be sung, at the sole expense of the king of France. Within tliree days after this 
town shall have submitted itself, a sufficient sum of money shall be paid to the lord cardinal 
de Santa Croce, or to whomsoever he may appoint to receive the same for the commence- 
ment of the said edifices, and to purchase chalices, books, and every other necessary article. 
And at the same time the annual income, before declared, of eight hundred and sixty livres 
parisis, shall be firmly established on lands, in mortmain, as near to the town of Montereau 
as possible. This income, however, does not include the rent of a hundred livres parisis 
allotted for the foundation of a high mass at the Carthusian convent at Dijon. 

“ Item, as a compensation for the jewels, and other personalities that were either stolen or 
lost at the time of the decease of our late lord John duke of Burgundy, and for the purchase 
of others, the king of France consents, well and truly, to pay to the duke of Burgundy the 
sum of fifty thousand golden crowns, old weight, of sixty-four to the marc of Troyes, eight 
ounces to the marc, having twenty-four karats of alloy, or other current money, by instalments, 
as follows : namely, fifteen thousand on Easter-day twelvemonth, which will begin the year 
1437 ; fifteen thousand on the Easter-day in the following year, — and the balance of twenty 
thousand on Easter-day in the year 1439. The duke of Burgundy shall not be prevented by 
this from persevering in his researches after the rich collar of his late lord and father, nor in 
his suits against those he may suspect to have it, as well as other valuable jewels, in order to 
recover them, over and above this said sum of fifty thousand crowns. 

44 Item, the king, from affection to the duke of Burgundy, agrees that the following lands 
and lordships shall be firmly settled on the said duke, his direct heirs and successors, 
whether male or female, namely, the city and county of Macon and St. Jangon, as far as 
the boundaries thereof, with all the towns, villages, lands, and revenues thereto belonging, 
which at this moment appertain to and are dependant on the domain of tho crown of France, 
without any reservation, excepting the homage due from these fiefs to the crown, and the 
patronage of the churches and royal foundations, included in the droit de regale, and all 
other royal prerogatives which may belong from ancient times in this bailiwick to the crown 
of France. In afl other respects the said duke of Burgundy shall hold the county of Macon, 
with its towns, villages, and dependances, and his heirs and successors, for ever, on paying 
the usual homage to the king and crown of France, as a peerage under the jurisdiction of 
the king and his court of parliament in a similar manner, and with all the rights and 
prerogatives attached to the peerage of France. 

“ Item, on the part of the king shall be yielded up to the duke of Burgundy and to his 
heirs and successors, to whom, after his decease, shall devolve this county of Micon, all 
profits and emoluments whatever that shall become due from the royal towns of Macon and 
St. Jangon, whether from rights attached to royalty or from bailiwicks in compensation for 
protection, or by confiscations, fines, profits from the coinage ; and all rights of every other 
description, shall be enjoyed by the said duke and his heirs, during their respective lives, on 
the terms and conditions following, — that is to say, on the nomination of the said duke of 
Burgundy, and his heirs after him, of a bailiff of M&con, the king shall appoint the same as 
his royal judge and commissary, to take cognizance of all crimes and suits appertaining to 
his sovereign jurisdiction throughout the county of Macon and its dependances, according to 
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the nsnal form and manner in which the royal bailiffs of Macon and Saint Jangon have 
acted in former times, — but henceforth the bailiwick of St. Jangon shall be abolished. 
And, in like manner, on the recommendation of the said duke and his heirs, shall the king 
appoint all officers necessary for the good government of this county ; such as governor, 
castellan, provosts, and receivers, who shall exercise such appointments in the king's name, 
but to the profit of the said duke of Burgundy and his heirs. 

“ Item, in like manner, all profits from taxes shall be transferred from the king to the 
said duke, together with the duties on salt, on wines sold by retail, and every other 
imposition that may have been established in the elections of Mficon, Chalons, Autun, and 
Langres, so far as these elections may extend into Burgundy or the county of Charolois, and 
throughout the whole county of the Maconnois, included within the boundaries of the aforesaid 
duchy or county, to be enjoyed by him and his heirs for ever. The recommendation of all 
officers necessary for the government of the county of Macon and its dependances shall 
belong to the said duke of Burgundy and his heirs, but the commission and institution 
shall remain with the king of France. 

“ Item, in like manner shall the king of France transfer to the duke of Burgundy and to 
his heirs, whether male or female, for ever, as a perpetual inheritance, and as held in chief, 
the city and county of Auxerre, with all its dependances and appurtenances whatever, in 
regard to the administration of justice, domains, fiefs, patronage of churches, collations to 
benefices, as held by the king of France and his court of parliament, with the same rights, 
franchises, and prerogatives, as the other peers of France. — Item, and together with this 
cession the king of France shall transfer to the said duke of Burgundy and his heirs for 
ever, all revenues payable by the city of Auxerre and its dependances, in as ample manner 
as has been before stated when speaking of the county of Macon, as has been already 
declared. And also, that on the nomination of the duke of Burgundy and his heirs, of 
persons to fill up the various offices that may become vacant, the king of France shall 
confirm their nominations, and issue sufficient commissions and authorities accordingly ; so 
that the bailiff of Auxerre nominated by the duke of Burgundy shall have a royal commis- 
sion to judge and decide on all actions competent to his tribunal within the city of Auxerre 
and its dependances, in the same form and manner as has been heretofore done by the 
bailiff of Sens instead of Auxerre ; which bailiff of Sens shall not any more interfere in 
these matters during the lives of the said duke of Burgundy, his legal heirs and successors, 
but shall refer the same to the bailiff of Auxerre, he having a royal commission for his 
authority. All the revenues of taxes, and of every sort of imposition, shall be transferred 
to the said duke of Burgundy in a manner similar to what has been before declared in the 
article relative to the cession of the same in the county of Macon and. its dependances. 

“ Item, in like manner shall the king of France cede to the duke of Burgundy and to his 
heirs, whether male or female, descending in a direct line for ever, as a perpetual inheritance, 
the castle, town, and castle wick of Bar-sur-Seine, with all its domains, jurisdictions, fiefs, 
patronage of churches, with all other rights and emoluments, for him the duke to hold them 
under the king as a peerage of France, under the royal sovereignty and jurisdiction of the 
parliament, on his fealty and immediate homage to the king of France. The king shall 
likewise transfer to the said duke and his heirs all profit from taxes and other impositions, 
to be received by him from the receivers, who, having been nominated by the said duke, 
shall be confirmed in their offices by the king. — Item, the king of France shall yield up to 
the doke of Burgundy and his heirs the county of Burgundy, as a perpetual inheritance to 
be enjoyed by him and them for ever, together with the patronage of the church and abbey 
of Luxeuil, with all profits arising therefrom, which the count of Champagne claims as 
belonging to him, (although the counts of Burgundy, predecessors to the present duke of 
Burgundy, have pretended the contrary as a cause of quarrel) saying and declaring that this 
abbey, which is without the kingdom of France and the limits of the county of Burgundy, 
ought to be under his patronage and protection. To obviate, therefore, all future cause of 
quarrel, and for the public welfare, the king of France now consents that the patronage of 
this abbey shall remain wholly with the duke of Burgundy and his heirs. — Item, the king 
of France shall code to the duke of Burgundy, and to his legal heirs, whether male or 



Digitized by 




THE CHRONICLES OF ENGUERRAND DE MONS^RELET. 



13 



female, in perpetuity, the castles, towns, castlewicks, provostships of fairs, of Peronne, 
Mondidier, and Roye, with all their domains, rights, and jurisdictions whatever, with every 
dependance and appurtenance, to hold them from the king of France as a peerage within his 
sovereign jurisdiction and that of his parliament, on doing him immediate homage. The 
king shall also yield up to the said duke of Burgundy, and his heirs, all right to the taxes 
and other impositions, together with every other claim of profit, in as ample a manner as 
has been before declared in the preceding articles respecting the counties of Macon and 
Auxerre. 

“ Item, the king of France shall yield up to the duke of Burgundy, and to the person 
whom after his decease the said duke shall have declared his heir to the county of Artois, 
the collection of taxes from the said county of Artois and its dependances, amounting at this 
time to fourteen thousand francs of annual revenue or thereabout, without hindrance to the 
9aid duke or his heir from receiving any further gratuities from the said king or his successors. 
The duke of Burgundy and his heir shall have the power of nominating such officers for 
the due gathering of these taxes, as shall be agreeable to them, — and when thus appointed, 
the king shall grant them letters in confirmation of the same. — Item, the king shall transfer 
to the said duke of Burgundy, and to his heirs, for ever, all the cities, towns, castles, forts, 
lands, and lordships now belonging to the crown of France, above and on each side the 
river Somme ; namely, St. Quentin, Corbie, Amiens, Abbeville, and others, — the whole of 
the county of Ponthieu, on both sides of the said river Somme, — the towns of Dourlens, St. 
Riquier, Crevecoeur, Arleux, Mortaigne, with all their dependances whatever. And all 
the lands now belonging to the crown of France, from the said river Somme inclusively, 
comprehending the whole of the towns, as well on the frontiers of Artois, Flanders, and 
Hainault, as on those of the realm of France and of the empire of Germany, the duke of 
Burgundy and his heirs to have them in possession for ever, and to receive all the profits of 
taxes, rights, privileges, and honours attached to them, without the king retaining anything, 
saving and except the fealty and homage due to him as their sovereign lord, or until this 
grant shall be bought by the crown Of France, on payment of the sum of four hundred 
thousand crowns of gold, old coin, at the weight of sixty-four to the marc of Troyes, eight 
ounces to the marc, with twenty-four karats of alloy and one karat for waste, or in any 
other current coin of equal value. 

“ The duke of Burgundy shall give sufficient securities for himself and heirs, that they will 
abide by the terms of this grant, and be ready and willing to receive the said sum for the 
release of the said cities, towns, &c., whenever it may please the king of France to make an 
offer of the same, and surrender to the king, or to such as he may commission for the pur- 
pose, all the said cities, towns, castles, forts, lands, and lordships specified in the said grant. 
And also the duke of Burgundy shall acknowledge, for himself and heirs, his willingness to 
receive the said sum at two instalments, — that is to say, two hundred thousand crowns at 
each payment ; but nevertheless he shall not be bound to surrender to the king any of the 
•aid cities, &c., until the last of the four hundred thousand golden crowns be paid. 

“ During the whole time these said cities, towns, lands, &c., shall be in the possession of 
the duke of Burgundy or his heirs, ho and they shall receive the taxes, and enjoy every 
right and privilege attached to them, without the smallest deduction or abatement whatever. 
Be it understood, however, that in this grant of the king, the city and county of Tournay 
and the Tournesis, and of St. Amand, are not included, but are to remain under the jurisdic- 
tion of the king, — with the exception of Mortaigne, which is to be placed in the hands of 
the duke of Burgundy, as has been before said. — But although the city of Tournay is not to 
be given to the duke of Burgundy, the sums of money that had been before agreed to be 
paid, according to the terms of a treaty between him and the inhabitants for a certain 
number of years, shall be duly reserved, — and these suras the inhabitants shall be bound 
punctually to pay him. 

w Item, forasmuch as the said duke of Burgundy pretends to have a claim on the county 
of Boulogne-sur-mer, which he has the possession of, the king of France consents, that for 
the sake of peace, and for the public good, it shall remain to him and his heirs-male only, 
lawfully begotten by him, with the full and free enjoyment of all its revenues, rights and 
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emoluments whatever. But In default of this issue male, the county ahall devolvo to him 
who shall have the just right thereto. The king shall engage to satisfy all claimants on this 
said county, in such wise that they shall not cause any trouble to the duke of Burgundy, or 
to his heirs, respecting it. — Item, in regard to the town, castle, county, and lordship of 
Gien-sur-Loire, together with the lordships of Dourdan, which, as it is said, have been 
transferred with the county of Estampes by the late duke of Berry, and the late duke John 
of Burgundy, they shall, bona fide, be placed by the king of France in the hands of the duke 
of Bourbonnois and Auvergne, for their government during the space of one whole year, and 
until John of Burgundy count d’Estampes, or the present duke of Burgundy for him, shall 
have laid before the king or his council a copy or copies of this grant from our late lords of 
Berry and of Burgundy. When after due examination, should this grant be found good, we 
duke of Bourbonnois and Auvergne bind ourself to restore the said town, castle and lands 
of Gien-sur-Loire, without other form of law, to the count d’Estampes, or to the duke of 
Burgundy, for him as his legal right from the grant of the late duke9 of Berry and of 
Burgundy, without the king alleging anything to the contrary, or any prescriptive right 
from the lapse of time since the decease of the said duke of Berry, and notwithstanding any 
opposition from others who may lay claim to the county of Gien, if any such there be, whose 
right to pursue their claims by legal means shall be reserved to them, against the count 
d’Estampes. 

“ Item, the king shall restoration make and pay to the said count d’Estampes, and to the 
count de Nevers his brother, the sum of thirty-two thousand two hundred crowns of gold, 
which the lately deceased king Charles is said to have taken from the church of Rouen, 
wherein this sum was deposited, as the marriage-portion of the late lady Bona of Artois, 
mother to these noblemen, unless it shall clearly appear that the abovo sum has been 
accounted for, and allowed in the expenditure of the late king and for his profit ; otherwise 
these thirty-two thousand two hundred golden crowns shall be paid at such terms as shall be 
agreed on, after payment has been made of the fifty thousand crowns before mentioned to 
the duke of Burgundy — Item, in respect to the debts which the duke of Burgundy says 
and maintains are due to him from the late king Charles, whether from pensions unpaid, 
or from gifts and monies advanced by him for the king’s use, the said duke shall have free 
liberty to sue for the recovery of the same in any of the courts of justice. 

“ Item, the said duke of Burgundy shall not be bound to do homage nor service to the 
king for the lands he now holds in France, nor for any others that may fall to him by right 
of succession ; but shall remain during his life personally free from all subjection, homage, 
and obedience, to the crown of France. After the decease of the present monarch, the said 
duke of Burgundy shall do the usual homages and services to the king’s sons and successors 
to the crown of France, as belong to them of right ; and should the said duke of Bur- 
gundy depart this life before the present king, his heirs, after showing cause, shall do the 
usual homages and services to the crown of France. — Item, notwithstanding the duke of 
Burgundy shall have acknowledged, by writing and speaking, the king as his sovereign, 
and received the before-named ambassadors from the king, this shall not be of the smallest 
prejudice to the personal exemption before stated of the said duke during his life. This 
said exemption shall remain in full force, as contained in the above article, and shall extend 
to all lands now in the possession of the said duke within the realm of France. 

“ Item, with regard to the vassals and subjects of the duke of Burgundy, in the lordships 
he now holds and will possess by this treaty, and of those that may fall to him by succession 
in the kingdom of France during the king’s life and his own, they shall not be constrained 
to bear arms by orders from the king or his officers, supposing that they may hold lands 
from the king together with those of the duke. But the king is contented that whenever 
it may pleaso the duke of Burgundy to order his vassals to arm, whether for internal or 
external wars, they do obey his commands without attending to any summonses from the 
king, should he at the time issue such. And in like manner shall all the officers of the said 
duke’s household, and his familiars, be exempted, even should they not be his subjects or 
vassals. 

“ Item, should it happen that the English shall make war on the said duke of Burgundy, 
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his subjects or allies, on account of the present treaty or otherwise, .either by sea or by 
land, the king of France engages to march to his succour with a sufficient force, and to act 
as if it were his own proper cause. — Item, the king declares, for himself and his successors, 
that neither he nor they, nor any princes of his blood, shall enter into any treaty of peace 
with his adversary of England, without having first informed thereof the said duke of Bur- 
gundy and his immediate heir, nor without their express consent thereto and comprehension 
therein, provided they may wish to bo comprehended — provided always, that similar 
promises shall be made to the king of France by the duke of Burgundy and his heir apparent, 
touching war and peace with England. 

44 Item, whereas the said duke of Burgundy and his faithful vassals have heretofore borne 
a cross of St. Andrew as their badge, they shall not be constrained to bear any other badge, 
whatever army they may be in, whether within or without the realm, or in the presence of 
the king or of his constable, whether in the royal pay, as soldiers, or otherwise. 

44 Item, the king shall make all reasonable restitution for whatever losses such as may 
have been made prisoners on the day of the death of duke John, (whose soul may God 
pardon I) have suffered, as well as the repayment of their ransoms. 

44 Item, a general oblivion shall take place of all acts done and committed in consequence 
of the divisions in the realm, excepting what regards those who perpetrated the said murder 
of duke John of Burgundy, or were consenting thereto, — for theyBhall ever remain excepted 
in whatever treaties may be concluded. Henceforth all persons shall return to their different 
homes, — namely, churchmen to their churches and benefices, and seculars to their houses 
and possessiqns within the realm, excepting such lands and lordships as may be within the 
county of Burgundy, and which are held by the present lord of Burgundy, or have been in 
the possession of the late duke, or such as may have been given by either of them to others 
as confiscations arising from the intestine divisions within the kingdom ; for these lands, 
notwithstanding the present treaty, shall remain in tho possession of those who now hold 
them. But in every other instance, all persons shall return to their houses and lordships, 
without being called upon by any person or persons for any damages or repairs whatever, — 
and each shall be held acquitted of all rents from the time he ceased to enjoy them ; and in 
regard to any furniture that may have been taken and carried away by either party, all 
pursuit after it and any quarrels on the subject are absolutely forbidden. 

44 Item, it is ordained by this present treaty that all quarrels and rancour, which may have 
arisen in consequence of the troubles that afflicted the realm, do now absolutely cease ; and 
all private wars are strictly forbidden, without reproach to either party, under pain of being 
punished as transgressors of this article, according to the heinousness of the offence. 

44 Item, in this present treaty shall be included, on the part of the said duke of Burgundy, 
all churchmen, the inhabitants of the principal towns, and others, whatever may be their 
rank, who have followed his party, or that of the late lord his father ; and they shall enjoy 
the benefit of this said treaty, as well in regard to the general oblivion of all acts done and 
committed within the realm of France as in the peaceable enjoyment of whatever possessions, 
moveable and immoveable, they may have within the kingdom or in Dauphiny, which are 
now withheld from them by these said troubles, provided they bo willing to accept of the 
terms contained in the said treaty, and loyally fulfil them. 

44 Item, the king will renounce the alliance he had formed with the emperor against tho 
duke of Burgundy, as well as all others with different princes and lords to the same effect, 
provided the duke o£ Burgundy shall do the same with his alliances ; and the king will also 
hold himself bounden, and will promise the duke of Burgundy to assist and support him 
against all who may be inclined to make war against him or otherwise injure him. And in 
like manner shall the duke of Burgundy engage his promise, saving, however the exemption 
of his personal service, as has been before declared. 

44 Item, the king consents to grant letters, that in case he shall violate the articles of the 
present treaty, his vassals and subjects shall be no longer bound to obey and serve him, but 
shall be obliged to serve and assist the duke of Burgundy and his successors against him. In 
this case, all his subjects shall be absolved from their oaths of fidelity toward king Charles, 
without at any time hereafter being called to account for so doing ; and from this moment 
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king Charles absolves them^rom all fidelity to him, in case such violation of the treaty shall 
take place, — and that the dnke of Burgundy shall do the same in regard to his vassals and 
subjects. 

“ Item, all these promises, obligations, and submissions, of king Charles, respecting the 
due fulfilment of this treaty, shall be made before the lord cardinal of Santa Croce, legate 
from the holy father the pope, the lord cardinal of Cyprus, and the other ambassadors from 
the holy council of Basil, in the most ample manner that can be devised, and on pain of 
excommunications, interdicts, and all the most weighty punishments of the church, to the 
utmost power which the said lords cardinals may possess from the pope, provided that the 
duke of Burgundy shall act in a similar manner. 

“ Item, the king will give to the duke of Burgundy not only his own declaration, sealed 
with his seal, but the declarations and seals of the princes of his blood and under his obe- 
dience, — namely, the seals of the duke of Anjou, his brother the lord Charles, the duke of 
Bourbon, the count of Richemont, the count of Vendome, the count of Foix, the count of 
Auvergne, the count of Perdiac, and others, — which declarations of the princes shall be 
incorporated with that of the king, who shall with them promise faithfully to maintain the 
contents of the said declarations ; and should they be infringed on the part of the king, they 
do severally promise to aid and assist the said duke of Burgundy and his friends against the 
king. In like manner shall the duke of Burgundy deliver in his declarations. — Item, the 
king shall also cause to be given to the duke of Burgundy similar declarations under the 
seals of such churchmen, nobles, and principal towns of the realm under the king* s obedience, 
as the duke of Burgundy shall name, under penalties both corporal and pecuniary on failure, 
together with such securities for the due performance of their engagements as the lords, 
cardinals and prelates commissioned by the pope may think proper and advisable. 

“ Item, should it happen hereafter that omissions, infractions, or attempts to infringe any 
of the said articles should arise, notwithstanding the present treaty, they shall remain in full 
force and vigour, and the peace shall not be considered as broken or annulled ; but such 
omissions, infractions, and attempts, shall be instantly amended and corrected, according to 
the virtual meaning of what has been before declared, — and the guarantees thereof shall see 
that it be done. 

“ Item, as we have been again earnestly exhorted and pressed by the said cardinals, and 
by the ambassadors from the holy council, to incline our ears and attend to the proposals 
made to us respecting a peace, — which proposals they think just and reasonable, and such os 
ought not to be refused by us, — remonstrating also with us, that wo should make peace with 
king Charles of France from our love to God, and according to reason and honour, notwith- 
standing any alliances, oaths, or engagements entered into with our very beloved and dear 
lord the king of England lately deceased, — the said cardinals and others, ambassadors from 
the holy council of Basil, urging us to a compliance by many reasons and arguments, — we, 
therefore, principally through reverence to God, and from the pity and compassion we feel 
for the poor people of France, who have been such great sufferers in these troubles and 
divisions within that realm, and in compliance with the admonitions and urgent entreaties 
of the said cardinals, and the ambassadors from our holy father the pope and the council, 
which we consider as commands to a Catholic prince and obedient son of the church, have, 
after calling to our aid and . council the highest lords of our blood and lineage, with others of 
our most faithful vassals and counsellors, made for ourselves and our successors a firm, loyal, 
and solid peace and re-union with our lord the king and his successors, according to the 
tenour of the articles above recited, which, on the part of the said king, he and his successors 
are bounden to fulfil toward us. 

“ The whole of these articles, so far as they regard us, we approve of and accept ; and 
from this moment consent to and make all the renunciations, promises, submissions, and 
every other concession demanded from us in the above articles ; and we acknowledge our 
aforesaid lord king Charles of France as our sovereign lerd, in as much as regards the lands 
and lordships we hold in that kingdom, promising for ourself and our heirs on our 
faith and bodily oath, on the word of a prince, on our honour, and on the loss of our 
expectations in this world and in that to come, to hold inviolate this treaty of peace, and the 
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whole of the articles contained in the said treaty, without attempting to invalidate the same 
either by word or deed, openly or secretly. For. the further maintenance of this peace by 
ourself, and by all others, we submit ourself and them to whatever regulations and ordinances 
it may please our holy father the pope, and the holy council now assembled at Basil, to 
promulgate by the lords cardinals and the ambassadors from the said council now present ; 
and we are willing to suffer any censures from the church, should we fail in the due fulfil- 
ment of all the articles contained in the said treaty. We renounce all exemptions, whatever 
may be alleged to the contrary, more particularly to that rule in law which declares that a 
general renunciation is not equally valid with an especial one, the whole to be fulfilled with- 
out fraud, deceit, or any chicanery whatever. 

“ That this treaty may have every due formality, and be perfectly stable, we have caused 
our signet to be affixed to these presents. Given at our town of Arras the 21st day of 
September, in the year 1435/' It was also signed by the duke of Burgundy, in the presence 
of his council. 

When the two parties had finally concluded a peace with each other, and when every 
formality of signing and sealing was finished, the peace was proclaimed with great solemnity 
through the town of Arras. We need not inquire if this caused the utmost joy, and spread 
happiness among the people. In general, the clergy, nobles, citizens, and a multitude of 
peasants who had entered the town, were not content with one day s rejoicing, but made 
many, shouting and singing carols through the streets. 




Dusk or Burgundy makimo oath to th* Pracs rtvkik himself and Charles VII. From lTIumlna.lions of 

the period. 

Very grand entertainments were given at the palace of the duke of Burgundy to the 
knights, esquires, the ladies and damsels of both parties, as well in eating and drinking as in 
dancings and other amusements. In the apartment where this business had been concluded, 
yol. ii. c 
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the cardinal of Santa Croce, having placed the holy sacrament on an altar and a cross of gold 
on a cushion, made the duke of Burgundy swear thereon, that he would never more call to 
liis remembrance the death of his late father, and that he would evermore maintain peace 
•with king Charles of France, his sovereign lord, and his allies. After which, the duke of 
Bourbon and the constable of France, touching the cross with their hands, begged pardon, 
in the king's name, of the duke of Burgundy for the death of his said father, who gave them 
his pardon for the love of God. Then the two cardinals, having laid their hands on the 
duke, absolved him from the oath he had made to tho English. In like manner were 
absolved many great lords of his party, who, with others of the duke’s alliance, swore to be 
on friendship,with king Charles and with his allies. In the number was the lord de Launoy, 
who said aloud, “ Here I am who have heretofore taken oaths for the preservation of peace 
five times during this war, not one of which has been observed, — but I now make promise 
to God, that this shall be kept on my part, and that I will not in any degree infringe it." 



CHAPTER CLXXXVIII. — THE ENGLISH LAY SIEGE TO THE TOWN OP ST. DENIS, WHICH IN TUB 
END SURRENDERS TO THEM BY CAPITULATION. 

During the time the English and their allies were in the Isle de France, they besieged 
the town of St. Denis with a very powerful force. The principal commanders of this 
enterprise were the marshal de l'lsle-Adam, the lords Talbot, Willoughby, and Scales. 
George de Richammes, Waleran de Moreul, sir John bastard of St. Pol, his brother Louis 
de Luxembourg, sir Ferry de Mailly, Robert de Neufville, the bastard de Thian a French 
knight, the Arragonian, with other notable and expert men-at-arms of France and England, 
having under them about six hundred combatants. They carried on their attacks with great 
diligence, and pointed many cannons against tho walls and gates to batter them down. 
They were frequently visited by Louis de Luxembourg, bishop of Tlierouenne, chancellor of 
France for king Henry, and governor of Paris and the surrounding country, who was their 
chief adviser, and urged them on to the completion of the business. 

Within the town, on the part of the king of France, were the marshal de Rieux, sir John 
Foucault, sir Louis de Yaucourt, sir Rcgnault de Saint Jean, Artus de la Tour, and many 
more valiant men-at-arms, together with six hundred combatants. On the approach of 
their enemies, they made every preparation for resistance ; and the greater part lodged 
themselves on the walls, where they remained day and night, to be always ready for their 
defence. The walls and gates, however, were greatly damaged by the cannon of the English 
in so many places that their captains resolved to make several attacks on the town at the 
same time, with the hope of gaining it by storm. In consequence, having armed their men, 
they formed several divisions, and marched, with scaling ladders and other warlike instru- 
ments, to the ditches, which were filled with water. These the men-at-arms crossed, though 
the water was up to their necks, and, carrying their ladders with them, placed them against 
the walls, which they ascended without sign of fear. The besieged seeing this, and considering 
that if the place were taken by storm, they should not only lose the town but their lives also, 
began to prepare for a vigorous defence. 

The marshal de Rieux had posted on different parts of the ramparts detachments under 
captains, with orders not to quit their posts whatever they might see or hear, — and he had 
a body of men-at-arms ready to succour such places as should be distressed. The attack was 
very fierce and. bloody, and lasted for two hours, when many gallant acts were done on both 
sides. The new knights created on this occasion were Louis de Luxembourg, bastard of 
St. Pol, who behaved excellently well, Jean de Hnmieres, Robert de Neufville, and some 
others. When the assailants had had about four score men, or more, slain in the ditches and 
under the walls, they perceived they could not carry their point without too serious a loss, 
and their captains sounded a retreat, carrying off their dead and wounded. The besieged 
suffered also greatly, and were much alarmed lest the enemy, by continuing the attack, 
should constrain them more. They nevertheless, in hopes of succour from the constable of 
France, who was attending the convention at Arras, with many of his officers, repaired the 
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walls and gates, that had been broken, and prepared to defend themselves as well as circum- 
stances would permit. 

The constable, on the conclusion of the peace at Arras, departed thence, accompanied by 
numbers of the nobility, and went to Senlis. He was anxious to collect a sufficient force to 
raise the siege of St. Denis ; but when he examined his powers, he found that he was unable 
to do so. The marshal de Rieux, therefore, knowing that the constable was unable to afford 
him relief, entered into negotiations with the English that he and his captains would 
surrender the place, on having their lives and fortunes spared, and would also give up the 
prisoners they had made, among whom was the new knight sir Jean de Humieres. This 
offer was acceded to, — and the French marched off, escorted by about sixteen hundred 
cavalry. The English army likewise broke up, and returned to different towns under their 
obedience, leaving behind such of their captains and men as had been killed in St. Denis. 
Among the first were sir Louis de Yaucourt, sir Regnaulfc de St. Jean, Artus de la Tour, 
one called Josselin, and others, whose deaths caused great grief. The town of St. Denis was 
now under the government of king Henry. 

Shortly after this event, the Picards, who had been informed of the peace concluded 
between the duke of Burgundy and king Charles, took leave of the English captains as soon 
as they could, and returned without loss to their own country. At the same time, the 
French took by storm the bridge of Meulan, and put to death about twenty English who 
guarded it. This success much vexed the Parisians, because it cut off the communication 
with Normandy, and would prevent them from receiving hence any provisions. 



CHAPTER CLXXXIX. — ISABELLA, QUEEN OP FRANCE, DIES IN THE CITY OP PARIS. 

In the month of September of this year, Isabella, queen of France, and mother to king 
Charles, then on the throne, was taken grievously ill at her apartments in the king's hotel 
of St. Pol. She had for some time lived in great poverty, owing to the distresses and 
troubles of the war, — and her disorder increased so much that it caused her death. She was 
buried in the church of St. Denis, but not with the solemnity and state usual at the funerals 
of queens of France. When the duke of Burgundy heard of her decease, he had a grand 
and solemn service performed for her in the church of St. Waast, at Arras, which he 
personally attended, dressed in mourning. The duke was supported by the count 
d'Estampes, the count de Yendome, the heir of Cleves, and many other ecclesiastical and 
secular lords in mourning. The service was performed by the bishop of Arras. 



CHAPTER CXC. THE CARDINALS AND THE AMBASSADORS PROM THE COUNCIL, LEAVE 

ARRAS. — TnE DUKE OF BURGUNDY APPOINTS DIFFERENT OFFICERS TO THE TOWN8 
AND FORTRESSES THAT HAD BEEN CONCEDED TO HIM BY THE PEACE. 

Soon after peace had been proclaimed in Arras, the cardinals, and those who had accom- 
panied them, departed thence, after having been most honourably entertained by duke 
Philip. In like manner did all those who had come thither as ambassadors from the holy 
council and from king Charles. The duke now, while in Arras, appointed many new 
officers to the towns and castles on the river Somme, and to those within Picardy 
which had long appertained to the crown of France, but had been yielded to him by king 
Charles, according to the articles of the treaty lately concluded. Prior to this peace, Arras 
was in the hands of king Henry ; but now the duke appointed other officers, displacing 
those of king Henry at his pleasure, laying hands on all the public money, nominating new 
receivers, and causing the inhabitants to swear allegiance to him. 

The English officers were much surprised at these proceedings of the duke ; for it was 
through his means that king Henry had obtained possession of the town, and he had lately 
acknowledged him for his legal and sovereign lord. Seeing that they could no way prevent 
it, they suffered patiently all that was done. Among others, master Robert le Jeune, who 
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had for a long time been bailiff of Amiens, and had ruled with a high hand all Picardy in 
favour of the English, and had even been their counsel at the convention of Arras, and their 
chief adviser, finding that the tide was now turning against them (through means procured 
by money) managed so well that he continued in favour with the duke of Burgundy, who 
made him governor of Arras in the room of sir David de Brimeu, who had held that 
appointment. Thus in a few days was a total change made in the public affairs of France 
and England, and just contrary to what had before been. 



CHAPTER CXCI. — IN CONSEQUENCE OP THE PEACE OF ARRAS, THE DUKE OP BURGUNDY 
SENDS SOME OF HIS COUNCIL AND HERALDS TO THE KINO OF ENGLAND, TO REMON- 
STRATE AND EXPLAIN THE CAU8E8 OF THE PEACE HE HAD CONCLUDED WITH THE 
KING OF FRANCE. 

On the conclusion of the peace at Arras, the duke of Burgundy sent his king-at-arms of 
the order of the Golden Fleece, with another of his heralds, called Franchecomte, to England 
with letters from the duke to king Henry. These letters contained strong remonstrances 
to induce the king and his council to conclude a peace with the king of France, — and were 
also explanatory of the causes which had induced the duke, by the exhortations of the 
legates from the holy see and .from the council of Basil, in conjunction with the three 
estates of his dominions, to make a peace with king Charles his sovereign lord, and to 
renounce the alliance he had formerly concluded with the late king Henry of England. 
They were accompanied by a mendicant friar, a doctor of divinity, who had been charged 
by the two cardinal-legates to remonstrate publicly with the king of England and his 
council on the infinite cruelty of prolonging so bloody a war, which laid waste Christendom, 
and to harangue on the blessings that would ensue, if a lasting peace could be concluded 
between the two kings. 

They all three travelled together as far as Calais, and crossed the sea to Dover ; but there 
they received orders from king Henry, forbidding them to proceed further. Their letters 
were demanded, given up, and carried to the king at London, — and soon after they were 
conducted thither. They were met on the road by a herald and a secretary to the lord 
treasurer, who escorted them to their lodgings in London, at the house of a shoemaker, 
where they remained, and only went to hear mass, under the care of some heralds and 
pursuivants-at-arms, who visited them often ; for they were forbidden to stir out of their 
lodgings without a licence or permission. They were, therefore, very much alarmed lest 
they might personally suffer for the disagreeable news they had brought. 

Notwithstanding the mendicant friar and the two heralds had made many requests to 
those who attended on them, that they might be permitted to address the king and council 
on the subjects they had been charged with by the two cardinals and their lord, they never 
could obtain an audience. The lord treasurer of England, however, to whom the letters 
from the duke of Burgundy had been given, assembled, in the presence of the king, the 
cardinal of Winchester, the duke of Gloucester, with many other princes and prelates, 
members of the council, so that the meeting was numerously attended, and laid before them 
the letters which the duke of Burgundy had WTitten to the king and his council, — but their 
address and superscription were not in the style he was wont to use. In this he simply 
styled him king of England — high and mighty prince — his very dear lord and cousin ; but 
forbore to acknowledge him as his sovereign lord, as he heretofore always had done in the 
numerous letters he had sent him. 

All persons were very much surprised on hearing them read ; and even the young king 
Henry was so much hurt at their contents, that his eyes were filled with tears, which ran 
down his cheeks. He said to some of the privy counsellors nearest to him, that he plainly 
perceived since the duke of Burgundy had acted thus disloyally toward him, and was recon- 
ciled to his enemy king Charles, that his dominions in France would fare the worse for it. 
The cardinal of Winchester and the duke of Gloucester abruptly left the council much con- 
fused and vexed, as did several others, without coming to any determination. They collected 
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in small knots, and abased each other as well as the duke of Burgundy and the leading 
members of his council. This news was soon made public throughout London, and no one 
who was well bred was sparing of the grossest abuse against the duke of Burgundy and hit 
country. Many of the common people collected together, and went to different parts of the 
town to search for Flemings, Dutchmen, Brabanters, Picards, Hainaulters, and other 
foreigners, to use them ill, who were unsuspicious of deserving it. Several were seized in 
the heat of their rage and murdered ; but shortly after king Henry put an end to this 
tumult, and the ringleaders were delivered up to justice. 

Some days after, the king and his council assembled to consider on the answers they should 
send to the duke of Burgundy’s letters, when their opinions were divided : some would have 
war declared instantly against the duke, while others would have him regularly summoned, 
by letter or otherwise, to answer for his conduct. While this was tinder discussion, news 
was brought to the king, that in consequence of the pacification between the duke and king 
Charles, the duke was to have given up to him the towns, lordships, castles, and forts, of 
St. Quentin, Corbie, Amiens, St. Riquier, Abbeville, Dourlens, and Montreiul, which had 
been in the possession and under the obedience of king Henry, who had received their oaths 
of fidelity, and had appointed officers for their government. This intelligence made bad 
worse, and the council determined not to send any answer. Upon which, the lord treasurer 
went to the three messengers at their lodgings, and told the heralds, Toison and Franche- 
comt£, that the king, with the princes of his blood and his council, had seen and examined 
the letters they had brought, — and that they had been equally surprised at their contents as 
at the conduct of the duke, for which, if it pleased God, the king would provide a remedy. 

The messengers were very anxious to have an answer in writing, — but could not obtain 
one, although they frequently made this request. They were told they might return to their 
own country, — and finding they could not do more, re-crossed the sea, and reported verbally 
to their lord the duke everything that had passed. The mendicant doctor went to those who 
had sent him, without having had an opportunity of employing his talents. The messengers 
were very much afraid they should have been ill treated, — for on their journey home, they 
heard in several places their lord much and loudly abused by the common people, who did 
not receive them with that civility they used formerly to do. 



CHAPTER CXCII. — THE POPULACE OP AMIENS RISE AGAINST THE LEVYING OP SOME TAXES 
WHICH WERE INTENDED TO BE LAID ON THEM. 

At this period, the inhabitants of Amiens deputed an advocate, called master Tristan de 
Fontaines, to the duke of Burgundy, to endeavour to obtain the remission of a sum of money 
which the town owed to the duke, or to some of his partisans, — but he was unsuccessful. 
King Charles and the duke issued new ordinances, ordering that the taxes and subsidies 
which that place had before paid should be continued on the same footing as formerly. 
Master Tristan, on his return to Amiens, had these ordinances proclaimed at the usual places, 
— when a large body of butchers and others of the populace, being discontented thereat, 
suddenly collected together, with arms and staves according to their condition. 

They went thus armed to their mayor, and plainly told him, that they were determined 
not to pay these taxes, for he well knew that good king Charles would not that they should 
pay more than other towns under his obedience. The mayor, seeing their rude and bold 
behaviour, assented to all they said, appeasing them by gentle words ; and as they were the 
masters, he agreed to go with them wherever they pleased through the town. They made 
captain over them one Honore Cokin, and went first to the house of master Tristan, with 
the intent to put him to death ; but he, having had from his friends intelligence of this, had 
escaped. They broke, however, many doors and windows in search of him, — and thence 
went to the house of one called Pierre le Clerc, provost of the Beauvoisis, who, during the 
time that master Robert le Jeune was bailiff of Amiens, had enjoyed great power, committed 
many extortions, and ill-treated several of the inhabitants of that place and the country 
about, which had caused him to be much hated. They sought him everywhere, but in vain. 
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— for, having heard of the tumult, he had hidden himself. They demolished his house and 
furniture, and drank in one night eighteen pipes of wine which he had in his cellars. They 
also made his nephew their prisoner, and confined him in the belfry. 

They committed numerous disorders in the town ; and went in large bodies to the bouses 
of the rich, who were forced to give them great sums of money, but more particularly meat 
and wine. Pierre le Clerc was all this time hidden in the hen-roost belonging to a poor 
man ; but he was discovered to the mob, who went in great solemnity to seek him, and 
confined him in the town prison, whence they soon after dragged him to the market-placo 
and cut his throat : his nephew suffered the like death. There was not a man now in 
Amiens who dared to oppose their will and pleasure. 

News of these proceedings were carried to the duke of Burgundy, who sent to Amiens 
John de Brimeu, the new bailiff, and shortly after the lord de Saveuses, who had been lately 
appointed the governor, with orders to inquire into and correct these abuses. They were 
followed by the count d’Estampes, with many knights, esquires, and cross-bows ; and again 
the lord de Croy was sent thither with a large force : he also carried with him the archers 
of the duke's household. Forces from different parts drew towards Amiens, and all the 
principal lords of Picardy, under pretence of besieging the castle of Bonnes, whither had 
retreated a body of pillagers. 

Honor£ Cokin did not securely rely upon his companions, and was doubtful if they 
would not play him false, notwithstanding that they had been with the count d'Estampea, 
the governor, and bailiff, to excuse themselves and him for what had passed. They had 
received courteous answers, and promises, that if they would behave well for the future, 
they should obtain their pardon. The lords having deliberated on the business, and taken 
possession of the belfry, with a sufficient guard, (who were to ring the alarm-bell on the first 
sign of tumult, when all the commonalty were to assemble and join them) advanced to the 
market-place, having sent detachments to various parts of the town well armed, to prevent 
any disorders in future. The lord de Saveuses and the bailiff were then ordered to scour 
the streets with the troops, and to arrest all who refused to retire to their homes. : When 
these regulations had been made, the count d'Estampea, attended by many noble lords and 
knights, remained in the market-place, which was filled with multitudes of people, and 
caused a new ordinance to be proclaimed in the names of king Charles and the duke of 
Burgundy, ordering the late subsidies and taxes to be continued, and, at the same time, 
pardoning all past offences, with the reserve of some few of the ringleaders, who would be 
named and punished. 

When this proclamation was made, Perrinet Chalons, one of the principal rioters, was 
present, and, hearing its contents, took to his heels, — but orders were instantly given to 
seize him. He was pursued into the church of Saint Germain, and found kneeling beside a 
priest saying mass ; but, notwithstanding this, he was taken and carried to the belfry. On 
the other hand, Honore Cokin, knowing of this meeting, had armed himself, with some 
of his associates, to attend it ; but he was met by the governor and the bailiff, who instantly 
arrested him and sent him also to the belfry. Twenty or thirty other rebels were made 
prisoners, in different parts of the town ; and this same day Honor£ with seven others, his 
companions, had their heads cut off with a cooper's adze. Perrinet Chalons and two others 
were hanged and quartered on a gibbet : one was drowned, and about fifty banished the 
town. There were, afterward, several executed, for the same cause, at different times ; and 
among them a celebrated pillager, who had been very active in his occupation. These 
executions brought the inhabitants of Amiens under the most perfect obedience. 
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CHAPTER CXCIII. THE FRENCH OVERRUN AND PILLAGE THE COUNTRY OP THE DUKE OF 

BURGUNDY AFTER THE PEACE OF ARRAS. — THE MARSHAL DE RIEUX TAKES MANY 
TOWNS AND CASTLES FROM THE ENGLISH IN NORMANDY. 

When the French ambassadors were returned to king Charles, and had shown him the 
treaty they had concluded at Arras with the duke of Burgundy, by which, among other 
articles, the duke acknowledged the king as his sovereign lord, he was much pleased, and 
ordered peace to be proclaimed in all the usual places. Soon after, the French in the town 
of Rue marched away, — and the government of it was given up to the commissaries of the 
duke of Burgundy. Another party of French, however, collected in Santcrre, and in the 
Amiennois, where they plundered many places belonging to the duke of Burgundy and his 
friends ; they even robbed all they met in those parts, nobles and others. The duke, there- 
fore, ordered some troops , to march against these marauders, who, hearing of it, retreated 
from that country. 

The English at this period laid siege to the bridge of Meulan, which the French had lately 
won, but, from some obstacles that arose, gave it up. In another quarter, the marshal de 
Rieux and Charles des Marets gained the town of Dieppe, and some others in Normandy, 
in the following manner. Soon after the conclusion of the peace at Arras, several valiant 
French captains, such as the marshal de Rieux, Gaucher de Boussach, the lord de Longueval, 
and others, having with them from three to four hundred tried soldiers, marched, by the 
invitation of Charles des Marets, on the Friday preceding All-saints* day, to escalade the 
strong town of Dieppe, seated on the sea-coast, and in the plentiful country of Caux. 
Charles des Mar&ts entered the town secretly, with about six hundred combatants, on the 
side toward the harbour, and thence hastened to destroy the gate leading toward Rouen,— 
by which the marshal entered with his men-at-arms on foot, and with displayed banners. 

It was about day-break when they arrived at the market-place, shouting out, “ Town 
won !’* which cry greatly surprised the inhabitants, who began to shoot and to throw stones 
from the house-tops. As there were many in the town and on board of the vessels in the 
harbour, the French waited until nine or ten o'clock before they began to attack the houses, 
—but they were all won, with little loss to the French. The lieutenant-governor, Mortimer, 
fled with many others of the English, but the lord de Bloseville* was taken. At the first 
onset, only three or four of the English garrison were killed,— but several were made pri- 
soners, with all those who had supported their party. The property of the inhabitants was 
confiscated, excepting, however, those willing to take the oaths of fidelity and allegiance to 
king Charles. There were in the harbour numbers of vessels, the greater part of which fell 
into the hands of the French. The day the town was taken, proclamation was made for all 
foreigners to leave it, except such as were willing to take the oaths, — and Charles des 
Marets was unanimously appointed governor for the king of France. 

The whole of the English throughout Normandy were greatly troubled and vexed at this 
capture, and not without cause, for the town of Dieppe was wondrous strong, and excellently 
situated in one of the most fertile parts of that country. 

Shortly after, a body of French cavalry, to the amount of from three to four thousand, 
arrived at Dieppe and in the neighbourhood, under the command of Anthony de Chabannes, 
Blanchefort, Poton le Bourguignon, Pierre Regnault and other captains. They were soon 
joined by Poton de SaintraUles, John d'Estouteville, Robinet his brother, the lord de Mon- 
strieul-Bellay, with other noble lords and commanders. To them came also a leader of the 
common people, called Le Kirennier, with about four thousand of the Norman peasantry, 
who united themselves with the French forces, and took oaths, in the presence of the marshal 
de Rieux, to wage a perpetual warfare against the English. When these troops had been 
properly arranged, they took the field in good array on Christmas-eve, and marched to 

* Q. Bonville? Sir William Bonville serrod under been in Normandy at this time. In the year 1450, he 
Henry V., and again under Henry VI., in the year 1443, was summoned to parliament as lord Bonville of Chuton. 
with twenty men-at-arms and six hundred archers. He He afterwards joined the York party, and was beheaded 
was then ■*»»— of Guicnne, but may possibly bare after the second battle of St. Albans. 



Digitized by L^ooQle 




24 



THE CHRONICLES OF ENGUERRAND DE MONSTRELET. 



Feoamp *, which, by means of the lord de Malleville, was surrendered to the marshal, on 
promise of remaining unmolested. John d'Estouteville was made governor thereof ; and on 
the morrow of Christmas-day the army advanced to Monstier-Yilliers, which was also 
surrendered by a Gascon called Jean du Puys, who had been placed there by the English. 
The marshal made a person called Courbenton its governor. 

The successes were now increasing on all sides in Normandy, — and many of the nobles 
took the oaths of fidelity to the marshal. The army was now marched to Harfleur, and 
made on it a vigorous assault ; but they were repulsed by the garrison, with the loss of forty 
of their men killed, — the principal of whom were the lord de Monstrieul-Bellay and the 
bastard de Langle. The marshal had determined to renew the attack on tho morrow ; 
but the townsmen concluded a treaty to surrender, on condition that the four Hundred 
English in the place should depart in safety with their baggage and property. The English 
captain, called William Minors, conducted his men and baggage out of the town, — and the 
inhabitants took the oaths of allegiance. At the same time, the following towns surrendered 
to the king’s obedience, Le Bee Crespin, Tancarville, Gomerville, Les Loges, Valmont, 
Grasville, Longueville, Lambreville, and very many forts, with little loss to the French. 

The count de Richemont, constable of France, now joined this army, to whom, on his 
arrival, the towns and castles of Charles-Maisnil, Aumarle, St. Germain-sur-Cailly, Fontaines- 
le-bourg, Preaux, Blainville, and others, surrendered, in all of which garrisons were placed ; 
and thus, at this season, was the greater part of the country of Caux conquered by the 
French. It is true, that they were forced from want of provision to leave these parts, — but 
their captains, before they departed, posted strong garrisons along the frontier. 

Charles des Marets and Ricbarville were present at all these conquests : they took the 
field from Dieppe, and joined the marshal de Rieux, the lord de Torsyt, Poton le Bour- 
guignon, Broussart, Blanchcfort, John d'Estouteville, and other captains renowned in war. 
To them, likewise, attached himself Le Kerennier with six thousand of tho peasantry, to 
accomplish their work of driving the English out of the country. 



CHAPTER CXCIV. — THE ENGLISH SUSPECT THE BURGUNDIANS WHO ARE WAGING WAR WITH 
THEM AGAINST THE KING OF FRANCE : THEY NO LONGER CONVERSE OR KEEP COMPANY 
WITH THEM. — OTHER MATTERS BRIEFLY SPOKEN OF. 



When the English in France were perfectly assured that a treaty had taken place between 
the duke of Burgundy and king Charles, they became very suspicious of the Burgundians, and 
guarded as much against them as they had done before against the French. Notwithstanding 
they had been on the greatest intimacy together, they had no longer confidence in each 
other, — and although there was no open warfare between them, the English and Burgundians 
were mutually taking measures in secret to gain advantages over each other. The English 
guarding the frontier toward Calais even attempted to take the town of Ardres by surprise, — 
and the Burgundians in Ponthieu made a similar attempt in regard to the castle of Crotoy, 
keeping outwardly fair appearances. Each were, however, much displeased at these attempts, 
and made preparations for open war. 

During this time, La Hire was quartered at Gerberoy J ; and, in conjunction with Poton 
de Saintrailles and sir Regnault de Fontaines, collected about six hundred combatants, whom 
they led toward Rouen, in the hope of entering that town by means of friends within it, — 
but they failed in their enterprise. They and their men, being much tired, retreated to a 
large village, called Le Bois, to refresh themselves, but not without sir Thomas Kiriel, and 
the other English captains in Rouen, gaining intelligence thereof. He and his companions 
therefore speedily armed, and fell on the French at this village unexpectedly, with about a 



* Fecamp, — a city of Normandy by tbe sea, dioceso of 
Rouen. 

+ William d'Estouteville, lord of Torcy, made prisoner 
at tho siege of Harfleur in 1429, ransomed himself by the 
alienation of great part of his estates, and died in 1449. 



John d'Estouteville, hero also mentioned, was his son, and 
succeeding him in his lordship, was made provost of Peris 
and master of the cross-bows. 

t Gerberoy, — in the Isle de France, four leagues tv® 
Beauvais. 
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thousand combatants, who soon put them to the rout ; for the French had not time to mount 
their horses, nor draw up in battle-array. The greater part fled the way they had come, — 
but a few of their leaders, attempting to rally them, were conquered by the English. Among 
the prisoners were the lords de Fontaines, Alain Geron, Alardin de Monssay, Jean de Bordes, 
Garnarde and many others, to the amount of upward of sixty. Eight or ten only were killed : 
the rest saved themselves by flight. La Hire was wounded, and lost his equipage. The 
English gained almost all their horses, — for the greater part dismounted, and escaped into a 
wood hard by. 

At this time, king Henry of England sent an embassy to the emperor of Germany ; but 
the ambassadors, passing through Brabant, were arrested by the officers of the duke of 
Burgundy : they were, however, as I was informed, soon set at liberty, because the king of 
England and the duke had not declared war against each other. About this time also, by 
the exertions of sir John de Vergy, and some French captains under him, the English were 
driven out of the two strong towns they held in Champagne, on the frontiers of Bar, namely, 
Nogent-le-Roi and Montigny. In like manner, those of Pontoise surrendered their town 
into the bands of the lord de lisle- Adam, which had before been under the command of the 
English ; for though this lord de TIsle-Adam had carried on the war for the English, and 
had even been made marshal of France by king Henry, within a short time he had turned 
against him. The English lost also the castle of Vincennes, and other places they held in 
the Isle de France, and now began to perceive how much they suffered from the duke 
of Burgundy having quitted them, and from his union with France. They therefore 
conceived a greater hatred against him and his friends than against their ancient enemies the 
French. 



CHAPTER CXCV. — KINO HENRY SENDS LETTERS TO THE HOLLANDERS, TO DRAW THEM TO 
HIS PARTY. — A COPY OP THESE LETTERS. 

In this year, king Henry of England sent letters, sealed with his seal, to the mayor, 
sheriffs, counsellors, burghers and commonalty of the town of Ziric-zce, to entice them over 
to his party against the duke of Bnrgundy, a copy of which follows. 

“ Henry, by the grace of God king of England, lord of Ireland, to our very dear and 
great friends the burgomasters, sheriffs, counsellors and commonalty of the town of Ziric-zee, 
health, and perpetual love and affection. Very dear and great friends, how much advantage 
and profit arises to kingdoms from an uninterrupted alliance and confederation between 
kingdoms and great lords their prosperity fully evinces, and of which you have had 
experience. In recalling to mind the very ancient friendship and alliance that has so long 
subsisted between our predecessors the kings of this realm and the princes who have ruled 
over Holland, Zealand and Frizeland, we have observed that commerce has flourished and 
public tranquillity been preserved through means of this friendship, to the overthrow of 
hatreds, jealousies, and internal divisions. Being most heartily desirous that such an 
alliance and friendship may continue, we shall pursue the steps of our predecessors, as well 
through affinity of blood as from old attachment to those princes of Zealand, who have worn 
our order of the Garter in the same manner that emperors and other royal persons, through 
affection to us, have done. 

“ Having taken this opportunity of notifying to you that our friendship and love continue 
the same, and which we shall ever cultivate, preferring old friends to the making of new 
ones, as being far more honourable as well as profitable, — we frankly inform you, that we 
understand that, under pretence of a peace, divers novelties and changes have taken place in 
our kingdom of France, to the great prejudice of us and of our state, by infringing the general 
peace of the two realms, so loyally and faithfully concluded between our late very dear lords, 
our father and grandfather, the kings Henry and Charles, lately deceased, whose souls may 
God pardon ! and between the greatest nobles of the two kingdoms, as we have in full 
remembrance. From this cause, various rumours are abroad, as if some countries were about 
to break off their confederations and alliances with us, but for which we know not of any 
reasons that should induce them so to do. W e are anxious, therefore, for our satisfaction, to 
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learn your intentions on this subject, as we make known ours to you ; and most affectionately 
entreat you to accept of our wish that our former friendship may be preserved, and that you 
will inform us of your intentions by the bearer of these presents, whom we send purposely to 
you ; or should you be willing to send any envoys to notify to us your inclinations, we shall 
attend to them with a hearty good will. Very dear and great friends, may the Holy Spirit 
have you under his protection. 

“ Given under our privy seal, at our palace of Westminster, the 14th day of December, 
in the year of Grace 1435, and of our reign the 14th.” 

The address on the letter was, “ To our very dear and great friends the burgomasters, 
sheriff, counsellors, and commonalty of the town of Ziric-zee." 

On the receipt of this letter, the only answer the burgomasters gave the messenger was, 
that they would consider of it ; and then they sent it to the duke of Burgundy and his 
council, who were very much displeased at the conduct of the English toward him and his 
country, in this as well as in other matters. 



CHAPTER CXCVI. — THE DUKE OF BURGUNDY DETERMINES TO MAKE WAR ON THE ENGL18H. 

While affairs were growing worse every day between the English and Burgundians, the 
duke and some of his most able counsellors thought that it would be more advisable to 
consider on some private means to prevent the two countries going to war ; for that it would 
be better for all parties the duke should remain in peace, and neuter as to the war with 
France. To accomplish this, sir John de Luxembourg, count de Ligny, who had not as yet 
taken the oaths of fidelity to king Charles, was sent for to the duke. At his request, sir 
John offered to write to his brother, the archbishop of Rouen, who was one of the principal 
advisers of king Henry, and his chancellor for the kingdom of France. 

The business was immediately commenced, and the archbishop despatched to king Henry 
in England. It was there resolved, that, for the welfare of the two countries, they would 
remain in peace ; and the archbishop sent word to his brother, that his request would be 
complied with, — and that England would give good security not to undertake any enterprise 
against the territories of the duke of Burgundy, provided the duke would give similar 
security to king Henry. Sir John de Luxembourg, on receiving this information in writing, 
sent it to the duke of Burgundy, and desired to know by the messenger whether he were 
willing to proceed further in the matter. The duke made answer, by the bishop of Tournay, 
that he would not ; for that the English had of late behaved in a very hostile manner toward 
him and his subjects, and in various parts had defamed his person and his honour. They 
had overthrown from four to five hundred of his combatants on the borders of Flanders, and 
had also attempted to gain the town of Ardres by surprise. This had been confessed by 
four of the party who had been beheaded for it in that town. They had also done many 
other acts of hostility, which could not longer be passed over in silence. 

When the bishop of Tournay had given this answer to the messengers from the count de 
Ligny, they requested of the duke to have it in writing, which he complied with, and signed 
it with his own hand ; but before the messengers were departed, the duke was strongly 
exhorted by several of his council to make preparations for a war against the English in 
defence of his honour. In consequence, he shortly after had letters written and sent to king 
Henry of England, in which he stated the acts done on his part against himself and his 
subjects since the signing of the peace at Airas, which were so disagreeable and offensive to 
his honour that they could not longer be borne nor dissembled. He added, that if anything 
should have been done inimical by him, no one ought to be surprised ; for he had received 
too many insults and neglects not to warrant him therein, which had been very displeasing 
to him. 

When these papers had been examined by king Henry and his council, they were perfectly 
convinced that a war with the duke of Burgundy was inevitable, and gave immediate orders 
for the reinforcement of all the frontiers of the Boulonnois and of Crotoy, and warned those 
countries to be ready for whatever attempts might be made on them. In like manner did 
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the duke of Burgundy strengthen all his towns on the frontier. The king of England sent 
declaratory letters to several parts of France, and the principal towns, to explain the cause 
of quarrel between him and the duke of Burgundy, which, in substance, contained excuses 
for the charges made against him by the duke, of the hostilities carried on against himself 
and subjects. He also stated the letter sent to Zinc- zee, as an instance of his wish to avoid 
any quarrel. With regard to the alliance he was desirous of forming with the emperor of 
Germany, he had a right so to do without being called to an account for it ; and as for the 
summons that had been issued to raise a large army to wage war against the duke, he did 
not deny but that such summons was issued, though no cause for it was mentioned ; and. he 
had a right to assemble an army, and employ it wheresoever he pleased. He concluded by 
saying, that the charges made against him by the duke of Burgundy were groundless, 
as would be apparent to all from the acts done against him and his subjects by the said duke 
and his allies. This declaration shall, if it please God, be thrown back on him from whom 
it came. 



CHAPTER CXCVII. THE DUKE OP BURGUNDY, BY THE ADVICE OP HIS PRIVY COUNSELLORS, 

RESOLVES TO MAKE AN ATTEMPT TO CONQUER CALAIS. 

Soon after the duke of Burgundy had sent his despatches to England, charging king 
Henry and his subjects with the many hostile acts they had done against him, he knew that 
a war must take place, and held many councils to consider on the best means of conducting 
it. The council were much divided in their opinions : some were for the duke beginning the 
war, and assembling the whole of his forces, not only to oppose the English, but to make an 
attempt to conquer Calais, which was his own inheritance. Others were of a different 
opinion ; for they thought again and again on the commencement, and what might be the 
end of the war, — saying, that the English were so near many parts of their country, that 
they could invado it with advantage whenever they pleased ; and they knew not what 
dependence and aid could be expected from king Charles, his sovereign, and the princes he 
wa9 now connected with, in case any misfortunes should befal him. 

This matter having been debated for many days, it was at length determined that the duke 
should commence hostilities, and require the assistance of his countries of Flanders, Holland, 
and the rest, to aid him in the conquest of Calais and the county of Guines. The principal 
advisers of this measure were, master Jean Chevrot, bishop of Tournay, the lord de Croy, 
master Jean de Croy, his brother, sir Jean de Hornes, seneschal of Brabant, the lord de 
Chargny, the lord de Crevecoeur, Jean de Brimeu, bailiff of Amiens, and many others. 

Several great lords, who had constantly served the duke of Burgundy in his wars, were 
not called to this council, — such as sir John de Luxembourg, the lord d'Antoing, the vidame 
of Amiens, the bastard of St. Pol, the lord de Saveuses, Hugh de Launoy, the lord de Mailly, 
and several others of high rank and power, as well in Picardy as in the other territories of 
the duke, who thought that, since they had been thus neglected, they were not bound to 
serve with their vassals in the ensuing war with that alacrity they would have done had 
they been summoned. 

When war had been resolved on, the duke went to Ghent, and assembled in the banqueting- 
hall the sheriffs and deacons of the trades. He caused them to be harangued by master 
Goussenin le Sauvage, one of his counsellors at the castle of Ghent, — how the town of Calais 
had belonged to his predecessors, and that it was his lawful inheritance, as part of his county 
of Artois, although the English had long held it by force, and against his right : of this they 
might be truly informed, by examining the report formerly made by Collart de Comines, 
high bailiff of Flanders, or by others of his counsellors : that the English, since the peace of 
Arras, had done many hostile acts against him and his subjects, which had much vexed 
him ; and that they had, in various proclamations, defamed his person and honour, which he 
could not longer, without disgrace, suffer from them. For this reason he had visited them, 
to request that they would afford him aid in men and money to conquer the town of Calais, 
which, as master Goussenin added, was very prejudicial to all Flanders; for that the 
Flemings who went thither to purchase wool, tin, lead, or cheese, were forced to pay in 
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money according to what alloy the English pleased to put on it, or in ingots of refined gold 
and silver, which was not done in other countries ; and this the deacons of the trades vouched 
to be true. 

When this harangue, which was very long, was concluded, the majority of the sheriffs 
and deacons, without deliberation, or fixing a day to consult with the other members of 
their body, consented to support the war, and would not listen to some wise and ancient 
lords, who were of a contrary opinion. But what is more, when news of this was spread 
through the other towns of Flanders, the whole country was eager for war ; and it seemed 
to many to proceed too slowly, — for they were impatient to display how well provided they 
were with arms and warlike habiliments. They proceeded thus arrogantly and pompously ; 
for in truth it seemed to them that Calais could not be able to withstand their arms. The 
duke of Burgundy made similar applications to the other towns and castlewicks in Flanders 
for their aid in the war, and all liberally supported him. He also went to Holland, to 
solicit from the Hollanders shipping against Calais, who complied with the greater part of 
his demands. He thence returned home to make great preparations for his war against the 
English, and to conquer Calais. 

While these matters were going forward, several enterprises had been undertaken by the 
English and Burgundians against each other. The duke of Burgundy, on his return to 
Picardy, sent thence six hundred combatants, under the lord deTernant, sir Simon de 
Lalain and other captains, to reinforce the lord de Isle- Adam at Pontoise, and to guard the 
frontier against the English, who were making a sharp attack on that town, although it 
was but lately won from them by the lord de lTsle-Adara. A party of French joined these 
Picards, and made frequent attempts to gain the city of Paris. 

During this time, king Charles's queen was brought to bed of a son, to whom the king 
gave the baptismal name of Philip, after the duke of Burgundy.* The sponsors for the 
duke were Charles duke of Bourbon and Charles d'Anjou, brother to the queen. When the 
christening was over, the king sent a pursuivant with letters to the duke of Burgundy, to 
inform him of what he had done, and to express a wish that it might be agreeable to him. 
The duke was much pleased with the news, and made the pursuivant presents becoming a 
prince. The duke, in the mean time, continued to make requests throughout his dominions 
for succours of men and money, to carry on with effect his war against the English. 



CHAPTER cxcvm. THE CITY OP PARIS IS REDUCED TO THE OBEDIENCE OP CHARLES 

KING OP FRANCE. 

[a. d. 1436 .] 

At the beginning of this year, the count de Richemont, constable of France, the bastard 
of Orleans, the lords de la Roche, de lTsle-Adam, de Ternant, sir Simon de Lalain, his 
brother Sausse, with other French and Burgundian captains, collected a force of about six 
thousand combatants, and marched from Pontoise toward Paris, in the hope of gaining 
admittance, through the intrigues of the lord de lTsle-Adam, with the partisans of the 
Burgundian faction within that city. Having remained there from four to five hours, seeing 
they could not succeed, they quartered themselves at Aubervilliers, Montmartre, and other 
places around. On the morrow, they attacked the town of St. Denis, wherein were from 
four to five hundred English, and won it by storm. About two hundred English were 
slain, and the rest fled to the abbey, where they were besieged, but soon surrendered on 
having their lives spared, with the reservation of some of the natives, who were to remain 
at the discretion of the conquerors. 

The next day, which was a Thursday, sir Thomas Beaumont, lately arrived at Paris with 
six hundred fighting men from Normandy, marched from Paris to St. Denis, to inquire into 
the state of the French. When they perceived him, they made a sally with a large force, 
and almost immediately defeated him. Three hundred and eighty were killed or made 

* This prince, the second son of Charles VII., died in his infancy. 
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prisoners, and among the last was sir Thomas : the rest escaped by flying to Paris, pursued 
to the very gates. The Parisians most inclined to the duke of Burgundy, namely, those in 
the quarter of the market-place, and some few of the university, with Michael Lallier and 
others of the principal citizens, seeing the great loss the English had suffered, and so largo 
a force of French and Burgundians under their walls, assembled in parties, and resolved to 
drive out the English and admit the others into their town. This they made known to the 
lord de ITsle-Adam, that he might inform the other captains of their intentions. He sent 
notice thereof to the constable and the nobles, who, eager to gain Paris, marched from St. 
Denis in handsome array, very early on the Friday morning. In the mean time, Louis de 
Luxembourg, bishop of Therouenne, the bishops of Lisieux and of Meaux, the lord 
Willoughby, and others of the English party, suspecting that the commonalty were about 
to turn against them, posted their men in the street of St. Antony, near to the Bastille, 
which they filled with provision and warlike stores. They kept their men armed, and on 
their guard, to retreat thither should there be occasion. 

When the French and Burgundians were come before Paris, to the gate of St. James, on 
the other side of the Seine toward Montlehery, they sent the lord de ITsle-Adam to hold a 
parley with the inhabitants on the ramparts. He displayed to them a general amnesty from 
king Charles for all that was passed, sealed with his great seal, — admonishing them, at the 
same time, to surrender instantly to their lawful king and lord, at the request of the duke 
of Burgundy, as they were now reconciled, for that they had been ever steadily attached to 
the duke, and under his government they would still remain. The Parisians, hearing 
these soft speeches from the lord de ITsle-Adam and his confederates, were so much pleased 
that they agreed, shortly after, to admit them into the city. Ladders were now hastily 
placed against the walls, by which the lord de ITsle-Adam mounted and entered the town. 
He was followed by the bastard of Orleans and numbers of their men. A large body of 
tho Burgundy faction and of the commonalty met them, shouting, “ Peace ! Long live king 
Charles, and the duke of Burgundy ! ° 

Soon after, the gates were thrown open, and the constable entered, with the other lords 
and their men-at-arms. They advanced toward the Bastille, whither the bishops and those 
of the English party had retreated, with a show of making some resistance ; but it was 
vain, for their enemies were too numerous. They were, therefore, repulsed at the first 
onset, and a few killed and made prisoners. Barriers were now erected before the gate of 
the Bastille with large timber, and men-at-arms posted in the Toumelles and adjoining 
parts, to prevent the English from making any sallies. All their effects were now seized 
and plundered, — and those who had been their principal supporters were imprisoned, and 
their property confiscated. New officers were also appointed, in the name of king Charles, 
for the government of the town. 

The bishop of Therouenne, lord Willoughby, and the others in the Bastille, held a parley 
with the French ; and, by means of the lord de Tern ant and sir Simon de Lalain, it was 
concluded that, on the surrender of the Bastille, those within should be allowed to depart in 
safety, with all their effects. They had a passport from the constable, under which they 
went by land and water to Rouen. The Parisians, at their departure, set up a grand 
shouting at them, crying out, “ a la queue ! # " Thus was the city of Paris reduced to the 
obedience of king Charles. The English, after passing the gate leading to the country, 
went round to embark at the back of the Louvre. The bishop of Therouenne lost all the 
rich ornaments of his chapel ; and the greater part of his jewels and valuable rings fell to 
the lot of the constable. However, he was much favoured by the lord de Ternant and sir 
Simon de Lalain ; and they restored to him somo of his wealth, which was dispersed in 
different parts of the town. 

The standard of the duke of Burgundy was displayed at all the gates, as an inducement 
for the Parisians to turn to his party. Some new knights were created on this occasion by 

• In the French Dictionary of Ricbelet, it it thus ex. them tel ret in a file, and the leader, making a half- when, 
plained : a la queue leu leu, (Continent* terie ludere) round, drags the rent after him, endeavouring to catch bold 
a kind of play, which meant, “ the tail of the wolf” To of the latt in the file, 
play d la queue leu leu, it said when children place 
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